METRIC MEASUREMENTS

GRADES 6-8th.

Work in pairs

MATERIALS:

· Register tape (can still get at office supply stores)

· Paper clip or rubber band to secure the register tape rolled up

· Pencils

· Metric rulers, preferably flexible roll-up type not sticks

· Colored pencils, crayons, markers

OBJECTIVE:

· Students will measure themselves and be able to mark off all features of themselves accurately enough that they will fit onto the register tape – but they will be incredibly skinny!

BACKGROUND:

I have done this with countless kids. Some have a hard time starting off, but by the end EVERY kid loves creating a super skinny version of himself. Grades go toward accuracy, not artistic ability; but many kids LOVE to spend time designing their clothes, makeup, etc. Details are fine as long as their measurements are accurate.

First each student should record his/her height in centimeters. Using this measurement, each student cuts off a piece of register tape that is the same length as his/her height.

One end of the register tape represents the student's head, the other end his/her toes.

Working in pairs, students measure and record all significant features of their face/body. Keep in mind, the measurements need to be strictly vertical – so sometimes the ruler needs to be set to the side of the item it's measuring, not on top. (For instance, the foot). What is measured can depend on what the student is wearing, hairstyle, etc.

1. Top of head to hair line

2. Hair line to top of eyebrows

3. Height of eyebrows

4. Height of eyes open

5. Bridge of nose to base of nose

6. Height of ears if they show

7. Space between nose and upper lip

8. Height of lips (closed or can choose to have mouth open)

9. Height from lower lip to chin.

10. Height from chin to base of neck/collar bone.

11. Collar bone to sternum. *Depending on clothing

12. Sternum to bottom of shirt

13. Bottom of shirt to knee cap *Depending on clothing

14. Knee cap to ankle

15. Ankle to floor (not the length of the foot)

Encourage double checking all measurements. Students should mark off each area they feel represents their bodies and turn it in with their measurement sheet BEFORE they start actually drawing the head, neck, etc.

Once the drawing begins, point out how funny certain things look. For instance, the eyes will look really big because the height will be real but the width will be much smaller. Features will become distorted – that's okay. The goal is just to make everything fit.

When the drawings are complete, students can color them. The nice thing about this lesson, is it takes up very little space – students roll up their tape and secure with a clip or rubber band. So you can do this with multiple classes easily. At the end, it's great to hang them side by side all over the walls.

EXTRA CREDIT – Mini-Me's

Have students HALF their height and all of their measurements and create the exact same drawing, but this time the proportions will be different because the height is reduced.

