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Introduction to Book Punch™
Book Punch guides students through the steps of thinking and writing about well-known upper-elementary

core literature. Students write paragraphs responding to interactive writing prompts. The program tutors

students to develop ideas and organize their thinking about what they have read.

Each program in the Merit Book Punch collection focuses on one book title. Each contains 7 writing

prompts, 600 supporting questions and 600 helpful tips to guide students through each step in the writing

process. The program for each book title comprises three online interactive units as follows:

• Unit 1- Reading Check: Students write about important facts and/or events from the book to ensure

that they have read it.

• Unit 2- Text-to-Self: Based on themes from the book, students write about their own experiences.

• Unit 3- Evidence and Inference: Students connect details with ideas in the book to infer a deeper

meaning from what they have read.

Together, these units develop students’ reading comprehension in complementary ways.

Printables
Each Book Punch title includes 11 printable worksheets, a lesson plan aid, and the Book Punch™ Series

Manual with detailed instructions for implementation. To view and print included documents, self-learners

and teachers click the course name in My Learning Center; tutors and parents click the Programs link in

My Learning Center and then click the Book Punch title.
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Reading Check – unit 1
The Reading Check unit evaluates students’ paragraphs using a key point check to determine if the

student has read the book. See the Reading Check writing prompt below and the list of questions that

accompany it, the answers to which should be included in a satisfactory paragraph.

Reading Check Topic

In the story, there are many parallels between Rosie's experiences in the present day and Granny's life in

Italy years before.  Write a paragraph that tells about the similar experiences of Rosie and Granny.

Remember to be specific and to include examples from the text in your paragraph.

1. In the story, Rosie's best friend is Bailey. Whom does he remind Granny of? Where did he and Granny

live?

2. Granny tells Rosie about Nero, a dog she played with in Italy. This reminds Rosie of a dog she got for

Bailey.  Why did Rosie get the dog?

3. When Rosie becomes jealous of Janine, Granny tells her about a girl who moved to her town in Italy.

What was the girl's name? What did Granny do to her?

4. When Rosie sees two new boys moving into town, which friend of Granny's from long ago do they

make her think of? What did this friend think of Granny?
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Text-to-Self – unit 2
Text-to-Self writing prompts help to enrich students’ reading experience. Students write paragraphs that

help them relate their own experiences to what they have read in the book.  See the topics listed below.

Text-to-Self Topic 1

In the story, Granny and Rosie are making soup.  It is an activity that requires a lot of preparation. Granny

and Rosie spend a lot of time putting the ingredients together and creating the soup.  Think of an activity

you like to do or something you like to make and the steps that go into it.  Write about this activity.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “Soup.”)

Text-to-Self Topic 2

In the story, Rosie is devastated when she and Bailey can't go to the same school.  She has a temper

tantrum and refuses to go to school at first. It takes a lot of convincing to get Rosie to accept the situation.

Think about a time you were disappointed and how you handled the situation.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “Just Like Bailey.”)

Text-to-Self Topic 3

In the story, while Rosie and Granny cook, they talk. Rosie really enjoys spending time with Granny.

Think of someone you really enjoy spending time with.  Write about the person you enjoy spending time

with.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read the entire book.)
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Evidence and Inference – unit 3
See the writing prompts below and the accompanying list of questions, the answers to which should be

included in a satisfactory paragraph. Help students determine whether they have recognized (inferred)

the ideas in the book from the details (evidence) given.

Evidence and Inference Topic 1

Sometimes the more you get to know someone, the more you get to appreciate that person.  In the story,

Rosie explains why she likes Bailey in the first place.  Write a paragraph describing why Rosie likes

Bailey.  Be specific and detailed.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “Why I Liked Bailey.”)

1. How long have Rosie and Bailey known each other?

2. What are some of the things that Rosie and Bailey have spent time doing together?

3. What is something Bailey is always doing that Rosie loves?

4. What character traits does Bailey have that Rosie admires?

Evidence and Inference Topic 2

When someone needs help, a close friend may find a way that even a parent does not think of. In the

story, Rosie recalls what happened when she showed Bailey the alphabet.  Write a paragraph about the

time Rosie showed Bailey the alphabet.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “Put Your Feet Up.”)

1. Why does Rosie want to show Bailey the alphabet, which she has learned in her school?

2. What happens at first when Bailey tries to read the alphabet that Rosie shows him?

3. What idea does Rosie have to help Bailey?

4. How does Carmelita, Bailey's mother, react to Rosie's idea?

Evidence and Inference Topic 3

Our worst fears do not always come true. In the story, Granny Torrelli tells Rosie and Bailey a story from

her past about a baby.  Write a paragraph relating the story of Granny and the baby.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “The Baby.”)

1. Why does Granny go to visit the family with the new baby?

2. When Granny sees the baby, how does the baby look and feel?

3. What does Granny do after seeing the baby and why?

4. What happens on the third day that Granny goes to visit the baby?
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Curriculum Integration
See the Book Punch™ Series Manual. The Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary section and the

Beyond the Program section provide detailed instructions for implementing vocabulary, character and

pre-writing lessons. The Book Punch™ Series Manual includes printable worksheets for these lessons.

Vocabulary
See the Vocabulary Exploration worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Thematic words from

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup that can be explored include:

VOCABULARY DEFINITION
friendship The state of being with someone whom you like
jealousy Wanting what belongs to another
memoir The story of someone’s life
protectiveness Wanting to shield someone
regret Wishing that events happened another way

Vocabulary particular to the time and setting of Granny Torrelli Makes Soup include:

VOCABULARY DEFINITION
compliment Kind words
spiteful Disliking, with a wish to anger
squishing Squeezing; making smaller
suspend Keep in the same place
swoon Overcome by excitement
root To search
reasonable Understandable
rummage To search thoroughly

The Word Search Puzzle and Crossword Puzzle worksheets that are included contain many of the words

above. They can be used to reinforce the vocabulary in the book.

Character Exploration
See the Character Exploration worksheet and the Compare and Contrast worksheet in the Book Punch™

Series Manual. Here are suggested character exploration prompts for classroom discussion:

Imagine that Rosie is your friend in real life.  Write words and phrases that would help you

describe her to someone who doesn’t know her.  (What does Rosie look like?  What kind of

personality does she have?  What does she like to do?)  Why did you choose this character?

Compare and contrast Rosie with Bailey or another character in the book.
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Group Work and Discussion - Pre-writing
See the Brainstorming worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Here is a suggested topic for

classroom discussion:

In the story, Rosie learns how to read Braille just like Bailey.  It is not an easy task.  Rosie has to

work hard to be successful.  Think about something difficult you have learned to do.  Write a

paragraph describing something difficult you learned to do.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “The Rescuer.”)

Additional Writing Prompts
See the Independent Follow-up worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Using the context of

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup, and the Independent Follow-up worksheet, students may continue the

writing process after publishing their paragraphs from Book Punch. Here are two additional topics

students can write about:

In the story, Granny helps Rosie by telling her stories about herself when she was young.

Granny’s stories always include a lesson she learned from something she did as a young girl.

Think of a time you learned a lesson from something you did.  Write about the lesson you

learned.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through ”Haircut.”)

At the end of the story, everyone shares in the feast that Granny, with the help of the children,

has made.  Rosie sits back and watches everyone enjoying the food and the company.  Think

about a time when you shared a special meal.  Write about the special meal that you shared.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read the entire book.)

copyright © 2008 Merit Software

See the Book Punch™ Series Manual for printable worksheets.
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