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Introduction to Book Punch™
Book Punch guides students through the steps of thinking and writing about well-known upper-elementary

core literature. Students write paragraphs responding to interactive writing prompts. The program tutors

students to develop ideas and organize their thinking about what they have read.

Each program in the Merit Book Punch collection focuses on one book title. Each contains 7 writing

prompts, 600 supporting questions and 600 helpful tips to guide students through each step in the writing

process. The program for each book title comprises three online interactive units as follows:

• Unit 1- Reading Check: Students write about important facts and/or events from the book to ensure

that they have read it.

• Unit 2- Text-to-Self: Based on themes from the book, students write about their own experiences.

• Unit 3- Evidence and Inference: Students connect details with ideas in the book to infer a deeper

meaning from what they have read.

Together, these units develop students’ reading comprehension in complementary ways.

Printables
Each Book Punch title includes 11 printable worksheets, a lesson plan aid, and the Book Punch™ Series

Manual with detailed instructions for implementation. To view and print included documents, self-learners

and teachers click the course name in My Learning Center; tutors and parents click the Programs link in

My Learning Center and then click the Book Punch title.



Book Punch – In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson page 2 of 6

Merit Software  •  www.bookpunch.com  •  800-753-6488  •  212-675-8567

Reading Check – unit 1
The Reading Check unit evaluates students’ paragraphs using a key point check to determine if the

student has read the book. See the Reading Check writing prompt below and the list of questions that

accompany it, the answers to which should be included in a satisfactory paragraph.

Reading Check Topic

In the story, Shirley moves to America from China in the 1940s. Life in America was very different from life

in China at that time. Write a paragraph describing how Shirley's experiences in America differ from those

she might have had in China.  Remember to be specific and to include examples from the text in your

paragraph.

1. When Shirley meets her father in America she greets him with what he playfully calls "disgraceful

behavior." How would she have greeted him in China?

2. When Shirley arrives at her new home in America, her father shows her their kitchen, which has a sink,

oven and icebox. Tell what Shirley's Chinese kitchen was like and who prepared the food.

3. On Shirley's first day of school in America, the principal assigns her to fifth grade. Why is Shirley placed

in fifth grade? How many grades did she complete in China?

4. What kind of lessons does Shirley's mother arrange for her in America? Why didn't her mother take

these lessons in China?
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Text-to-Self – unit 2
Text-to-Self writing prompts help to enrich students’ reading experience. Students write paragraphs that

help them relate their own experiences to what they have read in the book.  See the topics listed below.

Text-to-Self Topic 1

When Shirley's father took her to the basement to clean, all she saw was a lot of junk.  Her father saw gifts

to make for people. He made something for every tenant in the building.  Imagine that you could make a

gift for one of the characters in In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson.  Write about the character

and the gift that you would make for him or her.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “August.”)

Text-to-Self Topic 2

In the story, Shirley adjusts to a new life in America. In sixth grade a new girl, Emily, enters her class.

Shirley welcomes Emily to the classroom and they become friends.  Shirley was kind to Emily when she

needed a friend. Think about a time that you were kind to another person.  Write about a time you were

kind to another person.  What did you do to help them?

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “September.”)

Text-to-Self Topic 3

In the story, Shirley's family honors Chinese traditions that are different from the traditions in the United

States. For instance, her family celebrates a Chinese holiday that honors the fullest moon of the year. The

family eats moon cakes filled with lotus seeds and honey, and recalls traditional stories.  Think about some

of the holidays that you celebrate with your family and how they have become traditions in your family.

Write about how your family celebrates a particular holiday.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “November.”)
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Evidence and Inference – unit 3
See the writing prompts below and the accompanying list of questions, the answers to which should be included in

a satisfactory paragraph. Help students determine whether they have recognized (inferred) the ideas in the book

from the details (evidence) given.

Evidence and Inference Topic 1

Moving to a new home can bring unexpected changes. When Shirley Temple Wong and her mother arrive at their

Brooklyn home they discover that life in America is going to be very different from life in China.  Write a paragraph

describing the differences that Shirley and her mother will need to get used to.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “February.”)

1. What is a difference between the kind of home Shirley and her mother had in China and the home they have

now, in America?

2. How is Shirley's Brooklyn bedroom different from her bedroom in China?

3. Why is Shirley's mother not used to doing certain chores in the home?

4. What chores will Shirley's mother need to learn how to do?

Evidence and Inference Topic 2

Friendship and trust can develop in spite of a bad beginning. In the story, Shirley finally makes a friend, although

the circumstances are quite unusual.  Write a paragraph about Shirley's new friend and about how they become

friends.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “May.”)

1. How would you describe Mabel?

2. How do Shirley and Mabel first meet?

3. What does Mabel do when they first meet and how does Shirley react?

4. Why does Mabel become friends with Shirley? What makes Mabel like Shirley?

Evidence and Inference Topic 3

Learning about your roots can enrich your life and provide balance. When Shirley discovers that her mother is

going to have a baby, she makes serious plans for what she will teach him (she has decided it will be a boy). Her

teaching plans demonstrate the many things Shirley has learned in America and what she has left behind.  Write a

paragraph about the various things that Shirley will teach her sibling.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read the entire book.)

1. What does Shirley plan to do for the new baby after he is born? How does Shirley plan to show her affection?

2. What are some of the activities that Shirley will teach the new baby to do?

3. What does Shirley think is the most important thing she can give to the new baby?

4. How do Shirley's plans for the baby demonstrate her feelings about her old home and her new home?
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Curriculum Integration
See the Book Punch™ Series Manual. The Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary section and the

Beyond the Program section provide detailed instructions for implementing vocabulary, character and pre-

writing lessons. The Book Punch™ Series Manual includes printable worksheets for these lessons.

Vocabulary
See the Vocabulary Exploration worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Thematic words from In

the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson that can be explored include:

VOCABULARY DEFINITION
ancestral Relating to origin of family
foreign From another place
reputation How others view you
ritual Established event; tradition

Vocabulary particular to the time and setting of In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson include:

VOCABULARY DEFINITION
awkwardly Clumsily
beckon To signal or call to come over
coax Convince, often slyly
collide Run into; make contact with
feeble Lacking in strength or endurance
forlorn Feeling sad and lonely
hostility Fighting against
interrogate To question thoroughly and according to established

methods
lure Attract
mayhem A state of disorder
odious Causing hatred or strong dislike
revolting Very offensive; disgusting
tyranny Abuse of power

The Word Search Puzzle and Crossword Puzzle worksheets that are included contain many of the words

above. They can be used to reinforce the vocabulary in the book.

Character Exploration
See the Character Exploration worksheet and the Compare and Contrast worksheet in the Book Punch™

Series Manual. Here are suggested character exploration prompts for classroom discussion:

Imagine that Shirley is your friend in real life.  Write words and phrases that would help you

describe her to someone who doesn’t know her.  (What does Shirley look like?  What kind of

personality does she have?  What does she like to do?)  Why did you choose this character?

Compare and contrast Shirley with Mabel or another character in the book.
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Group Work and Discussion - Pre-writing
See the Brainstorming worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Here is a suggested topic for

classroom discussion:

In the story, Shirley is finally asked to play a game of ball with the other children.  Write a

paragraph that describes what happens and how Shirley feels during the game.  Include details

and examples from the text.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “April.”)

Additional Writing Prompts
See the Independent Follow-up worksheet in the Book Punch™ Series Manual. Using the context of In the

Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson, and the Independent Follow-up worksheet, students may continue the

writing process after publishing their paragraphs from Book Punch. Here are two additional topics students

can write about:

In the story, Bandit’s mother receives a letter.  The members of her family have different

responses to the letter.  Write a paragraph that describes the letter and how the various members

of Bandit’s family react to its contents.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through “January.”)

In Chapter 9, Shirley is beginning to be happy about going back to school but she is starting to

worry about things as well.  Write a paragraph that describes Shirley’s concerns.  Remember to be

specific and to include information from the text.

(This topic is recommended for students who have read through”September.”)
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See the Book Punch™ Series Manual for printable worksheets.
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