Title: Defending New Orleans through Education Awareness  ELA I, III

This is a three-week unit is designed so that students will familiarize themselves with specific reading comprehension strategies and develop an author’s voice.  Nonfiction is the genre in which students will practice these reading and writing strategies. The idea of this unit is not to teach all reading or writing strategies within three weeks, but to thoroughly introduce and allow continual practice of a few strategies immediately applicable to reading comprehension and communicating effectively through written words. 
The thematic orientation of this unit is to have students see a correlation between how educational inequality is a civil rights being violated.  Furthermore, there is strong relationship between the New Orleans rebuilding process and the quality of education New Orleans students are receiving.  As students explore and reflect on these ideas, maybe they will be motivated to take action like the children in Birmingham during the civil rights movement who took action to stop racial segregation of services.   


· Predicting, commenting, connecting, clarifying, questioning, rereading, pacing, and visualizing are indispensible reading strategies that help students create meaning from text 

·  Reading is creating meaning from the written world.

· Writing is communicating meaning to the literate world.


· The purpose of reading is to comprehend the world 
· Independent readers use reading strategies to create meaning from text while dependent readers lack the knowledge to use these strategies. 
· The purpose of writing is to communicate with the world.  
· Effective writing is communicating an idea and supporting the idea to make it a valid argument. 
· Knowledge is power and a means to make change.
· “Little” people and small groups can bring out big change.
· The health of a society is depended upon its children. 

· How can social change occur?
· What is the purpose of reading and writing?

· How does one establish comprehension of the written world?

· How does one effectively communicate with the written world?

· What are the roles of education in social change?

· What are the roles of disadvantaged people in making social change?


Reading and Responding: Standard One 

Students will identify key elements of particular genres and explain its significance.  

ELA-1-H1:
Extend basic and technical vocabulary using a variety of strategies such as context clues and the knowledge of Greek and Latin roots and affixes.

ELA-1-H2: 
Identify and explain the impact of story elements on readers.  Particular story element studied in this unit are characterization and plot development.  

ELA-1-H3:
Draw conclusions and make inferences about ideas and information in texts such as magazines, newspapers, novels, films/documentaries. 

Reading and Responding: Standard Six 

Students will read and respond to literature as a record of life experiences.  

ELA-6-H2:  
Identify and analyze recurrent themes in world literature such as freedom, education as a value, rights, and civil rights. 

Reading and Responding: Standard Seven 

Students will develop and apply various reading strategies to construct comprehension of various texts.  The reading strategies will be practiced through responding orally and written.  

ELA-7-H1: 
Develop comprehension of text using various reading strategies such as summarizing and paraphrasing, comparing and contrasting, analyzing sequencing, making predictions, and drawing conclusions.  

ELA-7-H3: 
Use supporting evidence to validate argument and activate prior knowledge and life experiences to develop comprehension of text. 

ELA-7-H4: 
Analyze information for a cause-effect relationship, for opportunities to raise questions, to generate a hypothesis (opinion) based on information provided, to distinguish facts from opinion.  

Writing: Standard Two 

Students will compose paragraphs that lead to multiparagraphs compositions to effectively

communicate ideas or opinion that are well-explained through supporting evidence.  

ELA-2-H1:
Develop organized, coherent paragraphs that include topic sentences, transitional words or phrases, evidence with explanations, and appropriate closing sentences.  

ELA-2-H4: 
Compose paragraphs in all modes of writing with emphasis on expository and persuasion. 


Information Resource: Standard Five 

Students will determine the validity of information in various texts. 

ELA-5-H2:
Analyze information for usefulness, objectivity, and specificity. 


At the end of this unit, students will be able to 

· Locate information in various text (encyclopedias, periodicals, books, and magazines)

· Identify and employee specific reading strategies to develop comprehension 

· Write clear and concise expository and persuasive paragraphs that contain a central argument supported by evidence thoroughly explained.

Students and my ability to teach effectively will be assessed based on 
· weekly quizzes 

· unit assessment 

· reading handouts that ask them to verbalize a reading strategy 

· small writing samples that ask them to demonstrate the development of internal voice to written words

TEACHING CALENDAR BELOW!


	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	26

1. Appetizer: Correct use of “farther” (ELA‑4‑H1)

2. Content: Introduce new words in new SMS passages.  Analyze SMS video clip for positive and negative behaviors (ELA-7-H1).  
	27

1. Appetizer:  Correct use of “further” (ELA‑4‑H1)
2. Content: Play “Harvey Bridge” to introduce The Narrative Life of Fredrick Douglass. Students will be able to make connections, make predictions, and annotate text to practice reading strategy that develop comprehension (ELA-7-H1)


	28

1. Appetizer: Correct use of “accept” (ELA‑4‑H1)
3. Content: Students will watch a movie clip about the Civil Rights Movement in Birmingham to activate prior knowledge on an “Word Wall”.  Students will read “Letter from Birmingham City Jail” and reflect during and after reading as strategies that allows time to practice reading comprehension strategies. (ELA-7-H1)
	29

1. Appetizer:  Correct use of  “except” (ELA‑4‑H1)
4. Content: Play “Ya Heard” in chapter two of The Narrative Life of Fredrick Douglass to develop fluency and reading comprehension skills such as predicting, making a comment, making a connection, and asking a question to practice reading comprehension strategies. (ELA-7-H1)
	30

Mr. Huynh on a field trip with students.
1. Students will work with a RallyCoach to find information on a newspaper 
2. Assessment: Quiz on appetizer rules. 

	3

1. Appetizer:  Correctly use ELA-4-H1)
2. Content: Introduce PMW words of the week.  Expanding vocabulary through Greek and Latin Prefixes (ELA-1-H1)

3. Content: Introduce new words in new SMS passages (ELA-7-H1). 
	4

1. Appetizer:  Correctly use ELA-4-H1)
2. Content: Chex-Mix mini lessons will have students writing as many descriptions of the chex mix as possible (ELA-2-H1, H4).  
3. Content: Read One Dead in the Attic  to activate prior knowledge and model narrative writing and description  .  As I read, students will listen for the five senses being activated and make a list of that.  Students then write a connecting reflection to the reading. (ELA-7-H1)
	5

1. Appetizer: Correctly use (ELA-4-H1).
2. Content: Read Neighborhood Story Project book about Katrina to model narrative and descriptive writing.  Students will write a connecting comment or share a comment related to the text (ELA-7-H1).
3. Content: Have students write their own descriptive five-senses paragraphs about Katrina (ELA-2-H1, H4).     

	6

1. Appetizer: Correctly use ELA-4-H1)
2. Content:  Watch clip on Katrina from An Inconvenient Truth to activate prior knowledge (ELA-7-H1).

3. Content: Find an opinion and support the statement through advertisement analysis writing activity (ELA-2-H1, H4).

	7

1. Assessment: Appetizer, PMW, and reading strategies quiz 

2. Content: Use “Word Wall” to generate words associated with New Orleans.  The list will help them write a persuasive essay why New Orleans should be rebuilt.  Apply the SWBS “Then” statement to stimulate coherent thinking (ELA-2-H1, H4).  


	10

1. Appetizer:  Correctly use ELA-4-H1)
2. Content: Introduce new words in new SMS passages (ELA-7-H1).

3. Content:  Play “Round Table Think Aloud” to improve fluency and practice prediction, commenting, summarizing, and questioning the text order to develop reading strategies skills (ELA-7-H1).  
	11

Huynh on a field trip with students 
1. Content: Students will work with a RallyCoach to find information in a book.  

	12

1. Appetizer:  Correctly use ELA-4-H1)

2. Content:  Activity to develop writers voice.  Writing will be in response to Fredrick Douglass.  Activity TBD (ELA-7-H1).  
	13

1. Appetizer:  Correctly use ELA-4-H1)

2. Content:  Activity to develop writers voice.  Writing will be in response to Fredrick Douglass.  Activity TBD (ELA-7-H1).  

	14

1. Appetizer:  Assessment on Appetizer rules 

2. Content:  Play “READO” create automaticity with phrase starters for reading reflections (ELA-7-H1).  


	17

Review games
	18

Exams (half day) and review after school 
	19

Exams (half day) and review after school 
	20

Exam (half day) and review after school 
	21

No School for students
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