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Objectives: The Student will …

Areas of Focus:




Apply the technique of scanning to

Scanning for content reading


locate specific information in an article in the newspaper
Text: Newspaper article

Strategy: Scanning
     Active Reading for key ideas
The Game Plan








        What’s needed:

Mini-lesson:  

Talk with kids about what they think the term "scan" means.  

Elicit what they know about scantron type machines.  Help them 
make personal connections to the word scan, i.e. a cashier scans 

a pack of M&M’s, to find out how much to charge for the candy.

Discuss student answers; facilitate until the definition of 
scanning as ‘seeking specific information’ is agreed upon.            
Talk about other meanings for the word scan, as it applies to

seeking specific information.  Discuss why and when one might 
scan for information.  Hold up newspapers and books and read 
headlines.  Use headlines to pose questions the article will 
probably answer.    Determine what the key words in the 
question are, so it is clear what the reader is scanning for.  
How does one determine what’s important and/or what the 
important words are?

A.   Take a look at the newspaper article, Actors clown with kids, share Bard.  Photocopies of
What does this title mean?  What do you know about a clown?  And who is  
a newspaper
a Bard and what does share Bard mean? And what do you know about          
article - Actors 
actors?
clown with kids

share Bard
B.  What am I scanning for? Examine the questions, Where did the actors

perform?  How much does the program cost? When did the program begin? 
Three typed
Determine the key words in the questions.  What words might you scan
questions
for?  To answer the question Where?  scan for the name of a place.   What 
for each student
kind of letter begins the name of a place?  To answer the question How 

much?  scan for a dollar sign or numbers or…Make connections ~ what 

other words might you be looking for.

Practice with teacher direction and other newspaper articles:
Choose an article.  Scan for the title.  Ask questions about it.  Who is it about?  Why is it interesting?  Where does it take place?  What do you want to know?    What are the key words in the questions?  What are the key words you are scanning for?  Did you find them?
Reflection of application:

What did you notice about your reading when you were scanning for specific ideas?


How was scanning different from how you usually read?


Did it make locating specific information easier or harder?  Why? 


What kind of information would you scan for?


Why would you scan for information?


Who determines when you should scan for information?


When would I as a reader scan for information?


When is scanning not an appropriate way to read?

Independent practice:

Give all students a newspaper.  Tell them to choose an article that is interesting.  Write down questions about the title.  Think of some Who, what, where, when, why questions.  Identify the key words in the questions.  What might be some of the key words in the answers?  Now, scan for the answers.  Make connections ~ what other words might be in the article.  Use highlighters for the key words that answer the questions. What did you learn?  
Assessment/Outcomes:








Observations during guided instruction

Highlighted areas in the newspaper

One-on-one conversations during independent reading time
