Introduction to Jane Eyre
Charlotte Brontë

· Born April 12, 1816

· Three sisters (Maria, Elizabeth, Emily, and Anne) and one brother
· Father was a clergyman, mother died in 1821

· Girls (except for Anne) were sent to Cowan Bridge, a boarding school for poor clergymen’s daughters after mother died; Maria and Elizabeth died there of typhus and tuberculosis

· Mr. Brocklehurst, a character in Jane Eyre, based on Rev. Carus Wilson who ran Cowan Bridge

· Helen Burns, a character in Jane Eyre, modeled after Maria

· Brontës read many plays, poems, and stories, especially Sir Walter Scott

· Anne, Emily, and Charlotte wrote and published many works under the male pseudonyms Ellis, Acton, and Currer Bell

· Charlotte became a teacher, then a private governess.  She tried to open a school with her sisters, but it was not successful.

· After the success of Jane Eyre, Charlotte revealed her true identity to her publisher.  Before her death she became a respected member of the London literary scene

· Charlotte’s siblings died in 1848 and 49, leaving her alone and emotionally unstable

· In 1854, she married the Rev. Arthur Nicholls but did not love him.  She died of pneumonia, while pregnant, the following year. 

Gothic Literature

· Falls under the category of Romanticism

· Romanticism valued emotion, nature, the supernatural, was dramatic and full of action

· Characteristics of Gothic Literature

· Gloomy settings (often castles with hidden passages, subterranean lairs, etc.)

· Remote landscapes

· Violence

· Altered mental states

· Mysterious occurrences

· Atmosphere of fear and suspense

