· Unit One – Nonfiction: What is the relationship between nonfiction and “truth”?

Fiction reveals truths that reality obscures.  Jessamyn West
	GPS STANDARDS: ELA9RL1, ELA9RL3, ELA9RL4, ELA9RL5, ELA9RC1, ELA9RC2, ELA9RC3, ELA9RC4, ELA9W1, ELA9W2, ELA9W3, ELA9W4, ELA9C1, ELA9C2, ELA9LSV1, ELA9LSV2


	Reading / Viewing
	Literary Analysis
	Writing / Presenting

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have you discovered what strategies you use to read proficiently?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you evaluate the main structure and features of different types of writing? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you read and evaluate texts for different reasons?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you find the meaning of words using effective methods of discovery?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you identify how a text is important to you, the community, and the world?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you see how a text represents the human struggle, and how it is influenced by its historical and cultural perspective?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you identify elements which help to create meaning in different types of non-fiction?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Do you understand how an author might shift his language, word choice, and other elements depending on his audience?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you use objective criteria to evaluate and explain critical opinions of a text?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you analyze what audience an author was addressing, as well as the purpose of a text, by the use of literary elements like style, diction, figurative language?

 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Do you use basic structural elements, such as, paragraphs, transitions, when writing?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you alter your own voice when writing for different audiences?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 When revising, do you look for controlling ideas, clarity, and logic?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you write appropriately in different genres?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Do you use correct spelling, punctuation and capitalization in your writing?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 When you revise, do you check for sentence variety, use of phrases and clauses, and parallel structure?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Can you convey important information and details in both formal and informal presentations which support a clear position?


	Literary Selections:

· “The Rug Merchant”
· “Go Deep to the Sewer”
· “Fly Away”
· “’Cows on Parade’ find sweet home in Chicago”
· “Aha Moment”
· “Veteran Returns, Becomes Symbol”
	· “The Wrong Orbit”
· from “A White House Diary”
· from “Tuesdays with Morrie”
· “Rosa Parks: My Story”
· “The New Frontier”
Writing and Grammar:

· Technical Writing Pieces

· Eight parts of speech

· Clauses and Phrases



Rational: 

The ability to write a coherent, unified piece of writing is an essential skill whether the student plans to attend university, enter the business world, travel or pursue some other pastime after graduation. While non-fiction writing is just one style of writing, the skills and techniques employed in writing an excellent piece of non-fiction transfer to many other forms of writing including academic research papers, business letters, hypertext and creative writing. During this unit students will learn and apply several essential writing skills including formulating a thesis, identifying audience and purpose and organizing an argument.

Students will also improve their ability to read and think critically through the examination of several non-fiction essays, speeches, news articles, biographies, and memoirs. They will be asked to identify the use of various  writing techniques in an assorted selection of prose. They will also be asked to critically analyze the effectiveness of these techniques in each piece. In this way, they will familiarize themselves with the basic building blocks of effective non-fiction from sentence variety to well-constructed paragraphs to properly ordered points. They will then put these techniques into practice by writing their own pieces of non-fiction, and with practice, they will hopefully become more efficient and effective writers and communicators.

While the focus of the unit is on improving writing skills, students will also be asked to improve other communication skills during various in-class activities. These activities—including small group work and class discussion—will ask students to develop their social, speaking and questioning skills. They will also participate in peer assessment of their papers, which will help them develop the valuable skills of offering tactful, constructive criticism and praise—a valuable skill in the social, business and academic worlds.

