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No Excuses


KARYOTYPING CHROMOSOMAL DISORDERS

Step 1: Using scissors, cut out all of your chromosomes.

Step 2: Using the normal karyotype as a guide, match up homologous chromosomes and place them 
onto your karyotype grid.  When you are sure that you have correctly matched up all of 
your chromosomes, please tape them down.

Step 3: Using the internet or your book, diagnose your chromosomal disease.  You many have extra, 
damaged, or missing chromosomes.  Your disease will depend on your relative number and 
integrity (damage) of your chromosomes.

Step 4: Complete the following questions

1) What chromosomal disorder do you have?  ____________________________________________

2) Describe exactly how you were able to determine what your disorder was. 

3) What did you find most difficult or challenging about completing your karyotype?

4) Would you like to know the karyotype of your child before it was born?  Please explain why or why not. 

5) Pretend that you and your spouse have just had a child.  Instead of this being your karyotype, it is that of your child.  On a separate sheet of paper (you may type if you would like), write a letter to your parent telling them about their new grandchild.  Make sure that you tell them what they should know about the child, what they should expect for the child’s future, and your personal feelings.  Please take this assignment very seriously, as thousands of parents each year go through this exact process.
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