Bird Investigations
Lessons

1. Students observe and describe various habitats-Habitat coding Naturemapping.  Forest Homes FOW-descriptive investigation of what plants/components make up habitat. Draw and Label.
2. Students learn to identify birds-draw and label parts-this takes several lessons 
· Students in Service:  Count Your Birds (Flying WILD p 300)
· Nature Mapping lessons
3. Students practice observing and identifying birds

4. Students go out and count birds in schoolyard, park, forest, riparian areas, shoreline etc-Descriptive Investigations.  

· Estimations for flocks

· Monthly totals of data in order to submit data

5. Students plan and conduct a comparative investigation or possibly use descriptive data to answer comparative questions?
Descriptive questions

· What birds use our schoolyard habitat (forest, park, riparian area) ?
· How many different kinds of birds does the schoolyard (forest, park, riparian area)  attract?

· When are __________types of birds in the schoolyard (forest, park, riparian area)?

· How many _____________use the schoolyard habitat (forest, park, riparian area)?

· What birds use the schoolyard habitat (forest, park, riparian area) in winter?

· What birds use the schoolyard habitat (forest, park, riparian area)  in spring?

· When do robins eat?

· Where do chickadees nest?
After Students have investigated (studied) what birds live in their area, they are now ready to ask comparative questions.
Possible comparative Questions:
· Which month (season) has the most different types of birds using the schoolyard habitat?

· Which habitat____________,_____________,or_______________ on the schoolyard or park has the greatest average number of ____________________? Another way to say this is: Which habitat do _______________ie robins prefer?

· Which habitat _____________,_________________,___________________has the greatest diversity of birds (most different types of birds)?

· Do robins feed on the grass more during 9:00am to 10:00am or 2:00pm to 3:00pm?
· Do birds sing more in the mornings or afternoons?
· Which part of the canopy _________ or_____________do ___________________spend most of their time?
· Are _________ birds in the schoolyard less reactive to people than __________ in a park?
Bird 

Field Investigation 

Question: Which habitat__________________, __________________, or________________, has the greatest average number of ______________________?

Prediction_________________________________________________________________________________________________________Materials________________________________________________

Date_____________________Time_______________________ 
Location_____________________________________________

Weather_____________________________________________
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