Mr. March
Marion High School

World Geography

Chapter 10 – Mexico

Objectives:

1. Identify the major landforms found in Mexico

2. Locate the different countries that make up Latin America and the Caribbean

3. Compare and contrast the different regions of Mexico

4. Explain why Mexico has different cultures 

5. Track the growth of Mexico from agriculture to industry

Indiana World Geography Standards

Activities:

1. I will give the students a map activity which will have them locate and identify the major geographic features of Latin America and the Caribbean. They will also need to locate the different countries and cities that are located in this area. I will give the students one class period to work on this assignment.

Section 1: Geography of Mexico

I will briefly cover the basic geography of Mexico using a PowerPoint presentation. This will include explaining the Heartland Region of the country. I will then have the students split up into groups in order to look at the other regions of Mexico. They will need to write down the major geographic features of the regions as well as the economic activities found here. I will give them approximately 20 minutes to work on this. When they are finished, we will come back together as a class and go over what they found.
Section 2: A Place of Three Cultures

I will give a PowerPoint presentation that deals with this section of the textbook. I will give the students a worksheet that outlines the section. They will have one period to fill out this worksheet. I will collect this assignment at the end of the period to grade it. At the next class meeting, I will hand back their assignments and go over the PowerPoint presentation so they can fill in any missing answers they may have on their sheets. 

Name: _____________________________ Date: ________________ Period: _________

World Geography

Chapter 10- Section 2

Directions: Answer the following questions.

I. Aztecs and Spaniards

1. What was the capital of the Aztec empire? 

     ____________________________________________________________

A. The Spanish Conquest

2. Who conquered the Aztecs in 1519? 

      ____________________________________________________________

3. How long did it take to conquer the Aztec empire? 

____________________________________________________________

4. What did the Spanish call the area they had conquered?

____________________________________________________________

B.  New Spain


      5.   Name and describe the four social classes in New Spain.



____________________________________________________________


      6.   What is a hacienda?



____________________________________________________________

7. How does the encomienda system work?

____________________________________________________________

II. Road to democracy

8. Who led a rebellion against Spanish rule?

____________________________________________________________

9. In what year did Mexico become independent?

____________________________________________________________

10. Who ruled the country in its early years?

____________________________________________________________

11. Give three examples of the industry that developed in Mexico during the 1800’s.

____________________________________________________________

A. The Mexican Revolution

12. When did the Mexican revolution begin?

____________________________________________________________

13. Who started the revolution and who were they rebelling against?

____________________________________________________________

14. When did the Mexican Revolution end?

____________________________________________________________

15. What did the new government promise its people?

____________________________________________________________

16. What kind of government controls Mexico today?

____________________________________________________________

17. Who is the president of Mexico?

____________________________________________________________

II. Social Conditions

18. What religions do most Mexicans practice?

____________________________________________________________

A. Rural Life

19. What do most people in the Mexican countryside do?

____________________________________________________________

20. How did agriculture change after the revolution?

____________________________________________________________

21. What is an ejidos?

____________________________________________________________

22. What is a latifundios?

____________________________________________________________

23. How do non-land owning rural families make money?

____________________________________________________________

B. Urban Life

24. What is the largest urban area in Mexico?

____________________________________________________________

25. List and explain the three classes in Mexico.

____________________________________________________________

III. Economic Activities

26. How has NAFTA affected Mexico?

____________________________________________________________

A.  Major Industries

27. What are Mexico’s two most important economic activities?

____________________________________________________________

28. Why has Mexico turned from manufacturing to tourism?

____________________________________________________________

B. Border Industries

29. What are maquiladoras?

____________________________________________________________

30. Name two ways that maquiladoras have changed Mexico.

____________________________________________________________

