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Ideas to Try:

1) To introduce the topic, ask students this question:

How good are you at persuading or winning arguments with others?  When did you persuade someone to do something they wouldn’t normally do? Have you ever talked someone into doing something they never would have done without you? Have you ever argued your way out of a sticky situation?  (Freewrite for 9 minutes about a time we persuaded somebody.  If you run out of ideas, try writing your thoughts or just list moments.)

2) In groups, come up with a list of RULES For PERSUADING in your groups.  What makes a good argument?  How can you get your little brother to eat mud?  What arguments might work to get him to eat mud?

3) Come up with a c;lass list of outrageous things that you would like somebody to do for you.  (Student ideas include:  How to persuade a puppy to fight a pit bull, How to make someone kiss a pig, how to get your little sister to do your homework, How to make someone eat fried worms, etc.)

Sample Poster:  The Facts Are In!  Make up 5 fake “facts” that will get your sister to clean your room.

1) Hones Organizational Skills

2) Is good exercise and burns calories

3) Improves manual dexterity

4) Enhances self-esteem.

4) Taking a Stand.

Take a stand!  (Explain that you students are practicing how to defend their opinions, etc.) (wherever you stand, you need to be prepared to answer with one reason or story to back up your opinion.)  Have four signs posted around the room: “Strongly Disagree,” Somewhat Disagree,” Somewhat Agree,” and “Strongly Disagree.”

1. I agree with school uniforms.

-some students may not be able to afford a new outfit every day and would feel embarrassed and left out for not

-students would spend a lot of time focusing on what to wear to school and less time on their studies, leading to lower grades

-a student from another school came on campus, was not identified as an intruder, and opened fire on another student or jumped one of the students

-a student concealed a weapon under their clothes

2. The death penalty is an acceptable means of punishment for a convicted murderer

a) the person on death row was severely abused as a child and is mentally ill

b) the person on death row killed three children

c) person on death row is a woman with three children

d) mentally handicapped

e) is your father

f) killed your father

3) a democratic government ensures freedom and equality for all its citizens

a) in America, 1 in 4 children is living in poverty

b) many people are homeless; many are veterans and the elderly

c) majority of congress is made up of white men

d) women still are not paid the same wages as men

Other ideas:

Procrastination is not harmful.

I disagree with one test that determines if a student graduates or doesn’t graduate from high school.

I believe that there is life on other planets.

I think high school students should be allowed to leave campus for lunch.

-some students may not be able to afford eating out every day and would feel left out and embarrassed.

-a student is accosted by a drunk while off campus for lunch

-students are constantly late for class after lunch and their grades are cropping

I agree with charter schools.

Video games should be censored.

Smoking in public places should be outlawed.

I agree with affirmative action.

