
Paragraph a Week 
Hack 

 
 There�s a new television program this season called Hack (hack is 
the slang term for cabdriver).  The show is about an ex-policeman who 
takes a job driving a cab to support his family.  Of course, the show�s 
more than about just driving a cab.  It�s about taking the time to listen 
to what others have to say. 
 Sadly, most of us (including your teacher) spend more time talking 
than actually listening.  Perhaps one reason we don�t listen is that we 
are only interested if it concerns us or if it�s �bad news�. 
 For your assignment this week, you are to write about the much 
underused word �listen�.  Maybe it would help if you were to sit down in 
a comfortable place, turn the TV off, and just �listen�.  Forget the hustle 
and bustle, the sound of traffic and feet, the opening and closing of 
doors, the clock, the impatience you feel�and just listen.  Ask your 
parents or siblings if they need someone to talk to.  Let them talk and 
you just �listen�.  Maybe you have a friend that needs a listening ear.  
Let�s not just talk about it�let�s do it! 
 Now write about your thoughts on listening.  Is this a skill that 
needs to be taught in school, or are you born with this �gift�?  Is it 
something that all of us need to do, or just some of us?  Did you learn 
anything from listening, or did you find it a waste of time?  Whatever 
your opinion, write about it!  Why?  Because your teacher is listening. 
 
Check: 
 
1. _____ 5 to 8 sentences. 
2. _____ Five elements of good writing, focus on VOICE and STYLE.  
3. _____ A strong introductory sentence.  
4. _____ At least 3 things you learned from this assignment. 
5. _____ A good concluding sentence, one that �packs a punch 
6. _____ A clearly reworked rough draft (sloppy copy). 
7. _____ Final copy, typed or written in ink. 
8. _____ All three papers stapled with final copy on top.  
8. _____ The signature of an adult who helped you proofread your  

rough draft.  
  
 


