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Do Now -- Sneak Preview of College Material

(Philosophy of) History
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Objective:
I will be able to describe four different philosophies of history and decide which one of them I think is most correct.. 

Essential Question:  “Would it be worth taking history if colleges did not care about AP courses?”
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Dear 2011,


Today will be our last day together in 7th grade history.  We’ve accomplished a lot this year.  We have earned our first DBQ and learned about why we need to take AP history at Pride High.  We have used our knowledge of Africa, Asia, and Beyond to answer real questions that effect our lives.  You have a lot to be proud of.

We are going to end our year together by doing two things.  First, we will get a sneak preview of one way people study history at the college level.  This level is called “the philosophy of history.”  In philosophy of history classes, people ask the question “why is studying history important?"  These classes are HARD!  They involve vast amounts of difficult secondary source reading, challenging primary sources, and many, many seminars.  In our sneak preview, we will get a taste for FOUR different answers to the question, “why is studying history important?”


Second, we are going to end with a quick survey.  I’m very interested in learning what went well this year in history and what could have gone better.


Thanks for a great year!

- Mr. Lindy

1.  What are some things we can be proud of that we learned in history this year? ___________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Today we will get a sneak preview of a c_________ level history course.

3.  This course is called the p____________________ of ______________________.

4.  This course tries to answer the question: “_______________________________________________?”

5.  These courses can be challenging in college because ________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Today we will get a sneak preview of ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Above and Beyond:  Imagine that colleges don’t care about DBQ’s and AP history.  Should we still make our students take history at GCP?  Explain your answer.
Name: _______________________________________
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Final Class -- Philosophies of History
Part I:  Below you will find four short selections.  Each selection describes the reasons why one famous philosopher of history thought that history was worth studying.  After you read each selection, answer the questions that come below it.
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In ancient Greece lived a historian named HERODOTUS.  He thought that people should study history to remember the wonderful and horrible things that have happened in the past.  He wrote that we study history so that “time may not draw color from what man has brought into being, nor those great and wonderful deeds” be forgotten.

Do you want to be remembered? _____  Why or why not? ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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Not too long after Herodotus came another historian named THUCYDIDES.  He disagreed and said that  we study history to learn from mistakes and keep them from happening in the future.  He wrote that history should provide “an exact knowledge of the past as an aid to the interpretation of the future, which in the course of human things must resemble if it does not reflect it....”

Is it possible to learn from the mistakes of the past?  ____  Why or why not? _______

_____________________________________________________________________


A few hundred years later lived another historian named LIVY.  He disagreed with both Herodotus and Thucydides.  Livy argued that people should look in history for role models.  We should use history to teach people the difference between right and wrong.

Who is someone from history who knew the difference between right & wrong? _______

What is the best way to teach the difference between right & wrong? ________________

________________________________________________________________________


In the 1800s there lived another historian named KARL MARX.  He had perhaps the wildest idea of all.  He believed that people should study the past to see how the rich have always taken advantage of the poor.  He hoped that one day, after seeing this, the poor would rise up an overthrow the rich.  Marx also created the idea of communism.


Do the rich always take advantage of the poor? ______  Explain your answer: 

_________________________________________________________________

       _________________________________________________________________

Above and Beyond:  Explain which philosopher of history seems to make the most sense.  Explain why you chose this philosopher of history.
Part II:  Each of the items in the word bank would be important for at least one of our four historians.  Fill in the blanks in the chart below, and then write each item in the correct column.  The first one has been done for you.

	Herodotus:
	Thucydides:
	Livy:
	Marx:

	We study history to r________________ wonderful and terrible events.
	We study history to help predict the f_________________.
	We study history in search of r________ m___________ who can teach us right from wrong.
	We study history to understand how the r_______ have always taken advantage of the p_______.



	
	
	
	Belgians in Rwanda


Above and Beyond:  Use the word wall to remember other topics we’ve studied this year.  Classify those topics in the correct column above.
Part III:  Before moving to your corner, write down which historian you think has the best reason for studying history.  Then, explain briefly your answer.


Historian: ______________________  Explanation: _______________________


_________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________

Name: (You may leave this blank if you wish)
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End of Year Survey -- 7th Grade History

Part I:  For each of the following, circle “agree or “disagree.”

1.  Students in this class respect each other.



Agree

Disagree
2.  The teacher in this class respects the students.


Agree 
Disagree

3.  Students in this class respect the teacher.
Agree

Disagree

4.  I have learned a lot in this class this year. 
Agree

Disagree

5.  I feel safe when I am in this class. 
Agree

Disagree

6.  I can see how this class is important for the rest

     of my life. 
Agree

Disagree

7.  I feel like a stronger reader because of the work

     I’ve done in this class. 
Agree

Disagree

8.  I feel like a stronger writer because of the work

     I’ve done in this class. 
Agree

Disagree

9.  I feel like Mr. Lindy cares about me & about how much

     I learned this year. 
Agree

Disagree

10.  I feel like I could get help with history when I needed it.
Agree

Disagree
Part II:  Rank the following units in order from 1 (favorite) to 7 (least favorite):

____  Greek Myths

_____  Religions

_____  Imperialism in Africa
____  Gandhi


_____  Genocide

_____  China
____ War in Iraq


_____  Development
_____ DBQ

Part III:  Rank the following projects from 1 (favorite) to 8 (least favorite):

_____  Geography stations

_____  Think Tanks
_____  Acting out Skits
_____  Religions Seating Chart

_____  Speeches

_____  Gandhi Seminar

_____  Eli Wiesel Seminar

_____  Voter Guides
_____  DBQ

Part IV:   Briefly describe what you thought was the BEST part of history class this year and what was the WORST part of history class this year.

Above and Beyond:  Write any other comments or suggestions you have for Mr. Lindy on the back of this page.
