The Mrs. Frisby Writing Project

These essays are due first thing in class on Thursday, October 2. Late essays will lose 10 points. This counts as a project grade, so do your best!

Choose ONE of the following essays:

1. Book vs. Movie. You may choose this option if you were in class to watch all of the film The Secret of NIMH.

Paragraph 1: Explain that you have read Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH and watched The Secret of NIMH. Tell which you liked better and why, mentioning some of the differences you will discuss in paragraphs 2-4.

Paragraph 2: Choose one of the differences you noticed. Explain what is different. Do you think this difference makes the movie better than the book or the book better than the movie? Why? 

Paragraph 3: Same as Paragraph 2 with another difference.

Paragraph 4: Same as Paragraph 2 with another difference.

Paragraph 5: Why do you think Don Bluth chose to make changes when he turned the book into a movie? Repeat your choice for which was better.

2. Rats! You may choose this option if you still have your “rats!” bubble map we made in class on August 19.

Paragraph 1: Give examples of some of the words people normally use to describe rats. Explain that these words do not describe the rats in Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH.

Paragraph 2: Choose one of the words on the bubble map. Give examples from the story that show that this word does not describe the rats of NIMH.

Paragraph 3: Same as paragraph 2 with another word.

Paragraph 4: Same as paragraph 2 with another word.

Paragraph 5: Re-state the main idea of Paragraph 1. Do you think most people have a fair idea of what rats are like? Explain your answer.

3. Rodent Adventures. Anyone may choose this option.

In the chapter called “The Boniface Estate”, Nicodemus says:

“And now began a journey that was to last, with some interruptions, for almost two years. Parts of it were pleasant (it was a joyful feeling, at first, just to be free again and to get those laboratory collars off), and parts of it were terrible. I have made notes about all of it, and if the time ever comes when rats publish books of their own, I intend to write a book about it. It would be a long book, full of trouble and danger, too much to tell now. It was in one of those dangerous times that I lost my eye and got the scar you see on my face.”

Imagine one adventure that the rats had on their journey, not described in the book. Write at least five paragraphs about it, as if Nicodemus were telling the story. Be sure to include Justin, Jenner, Jonathan, and Mr. Ages in your story.

Whichever essay you choose, you will be graded on:

Creativity and thoughtfulness – 20 points

Understanding the book – 20 points

Structure of your paragraphs – 20 points

Spelling and grammar – 10 points

Neatness – 10 points

Punctuality – 10 points

Behavior during writing workshop – 10 points

