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Classwork
Greek Myths & Nigerian Folktales:

Stories that Refuse to Die

From Ancient Europe to Modern America

The ancient Greeks created many hundreds of stories about their gods, goddesses, heroes, and villains.  These stories explained how the world was created, why the seasons changed, and what kinds of things “good people” are supposed to do … to name just a few.  Greek myths include tales of beasts that were half-man and half-bull, monsters with poisonous snakes for hair, and heroes who go to the land of the dead and back for love.


Around 400 BCE another ancient group of people, the Romans, began worshipping the gods and goddesses from Greek myths.  The Greek myths became their myths.  The Romans--who lived in what is today Italy--spoke Latin instead of Greek.  The English that we speak uses many thousands of words that are based on Greek and Latin words.  Many Greek and Latin words came from these stories, so … many of our own words come directly from the Greek myths we will be studying in the weeks ahead.

From Freedom to Slavery and back to Freedom


In ancient times the country that is today called Nigeria was controlled by many powerful tribes.  These tribes spoke many languages like Tshi and Yoruba.  The tribes passed down stories from generation to generation that tried to explain what it meant to be a good person.  Unlike Greek myths, these Nigerian folktales often feature talking animals, children, and ghosts instead of Gods, Goddesses, and monsters.


In early modern history, Europeans carried people from West Africa to North America as slaves.  They brought their stories with them.  The folktales that we will study soon have become part of many African American families and communities.  The stories have survived slavery itself.  They continue to offer suggestions of what it means to “do the right thing.”

Above and Beyond:  Which type of story are you most excited about studying?  Why?
Part II:  Complete the tree map skeleton below with the rest of the class.

Part III:  Draw a dotted line that traces the path Greek myths took to this country.  Label that line “Greek Mythology.”  Draw a second dotted line that traces the path Nigerian folktales took to this country.  Label that line “Nigerian folktales.”

[image: image1.jpg]



Part IV:  Yesterday we learned how belief systems offer a chance to build trust: all cultures want the same things for their people.  However, stories can also be DANGEROUS.  Follow your teacher’s instructions for the last … and possibly most important … of today’s sections.
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How most Native Americans were treated by other Americans











The Thanksgiving Story














