8 – Economics (Theme #3)
Wednesday, August 24, 2005

7th Grade History (GCP)

Mr. Lindy

MOUNT TREE MAP ON WALL BEFORE CLASS STARTS!
Objectives:

1.  SWBAT describe how supply, scarcity, and demand create price.
2.  SWBAT describe the relatively recent phenomenon of economic mobility.

3.  SWBAT add another story / memory to our arsenal of problem solving techniques.

Opening:

1.  Do Now

2.  Student responses.  Hit: KNOCKOUT from remediated students, gov. DEF’S
3.  Yesterday – second theme (government)


- today – third theme (and totally new) --- ECONOMICS



- important for everyone – money and jobs


- yesterday a few people acted; today EVERYONE gets to act

4.  Behavioral expectations to earn performance time

Introduction of New Materials:

1.  Part I on classwork (study pictures and answer questions)

2.  Reading (partners)

- EXPECTATIONS FOR PAIRED READING


- Heidi Moore introduction (everytime)


- Above and beyond when finished

3.  Highlight student skits WHILE STUDENTS READ!

Guided Practice:

1.  Introduce tree map

2.  Complete together

Independent Practice:

Skit creation and evaluation

Story time:

Read aloud w/ HM introduction (everytime)

Closing:

1.  Homework

2.  Word wall: scarcity, demand, supply, economic mobility, taxes

3.  “Today we study history; tomorrow we make it.”
Name: __________________________________



Do Now

August 24, 2005







History - ____
Do Now #8

Directions:  Answer the following questions silently at your seat.  Be sure to use complete sentences.  Always be neat, and always use strong seventh grade vocabulary.

1.  Next to each letter, write the name of the corresponding continent or ocean.  For now, do not worry about spelling.
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2.  What kind of adaptations would a group of people need to make in order to survive in a desert?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  Define each term:


a.) Legislature _____________________________________________________


b.)  Executive ______________________________________________________


c.)  Judiciary _______________________________________________________

4.  Give an example of a STRENGTH and a WEAKNESS for each type of government.

	
	Strength
	Weakness

	Monarchy
	
	

	Democracy
	
	

	Theocracy
	
	


Above and Beyond:  Give (at least) two examples of problems that we might be able to solve given what we’ve learned in history class this year.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

“Money makes the world go around…”

An Introduction to Economics in History
What is Economics?

At its most basic level, economics is the study of jobs and money.  Jobs and money have been important to people throughout history.  No one can be happy for long without a way of providing for yourself and for your family.  Different governments in different parts of the world---throughout history---have had different ways of providing jobs and money for their people.
Man, that’s so expensive!

One of the questions the economics tries to answer is “why is one item expensive while another isn’t?”  In economics, something is expensive if two things are true.  First, there are many people who want it.  (We call this a high demand.)  Second, there must be a scarce amount of it (not very much).  (We call this supply.)  For example, diamonds are expensive because many people want them, but there aren’t very many around.  Pencils are not expensive.  Why?  Even though many people want them, there are plenty to go around.

What does that have to do with government?
Governments influence a country’s economy (its jobs and its money) in many ways.  For right now, the most important way is through taxes.  Governments take money from their citizens to pay for different things.  What might a king spend tax money on?  What might a president in a democracy?  What might a religious leader in a theocracy?  Different types of government will spend their tax money differently.

Isn’t this supposed to be a HISTORY class?

We take something for granted in the United States in 2005.  For most of history people have been stuck with the job that her or his parents had.  Only in recent history have people been able to move UP from a low paying job to a high paying job.  We call this movement economic mobility.  Here at GCP we think that everyone should have economic mobility.

Above and Beyond: If you and your partner finish early, create a list of items that have a high demand and high scarcity.
More stories for our arsenal…

Worker Strikes in China
Workers in China in the 1920’s:


 In the 1920s many Chinese young men and young women were in search of economic mobility.  They were tired of working on the same farms that their families had owned for generations.  Hoping to find better jobs and more money, enormous numbers of Chinese workers began moving from the countryside to the cities.  At the height of this movement, over 250,000 people were moving to the cities per year.
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Conditions in Factories:


Unfortunately, few of the Chinese workers found what they were looking for.  The factory jobs that were available paid severely low wages and required long ours.  In factories many of the Chinese lost limbs to accidents involving machines.  They received no vacation time.  Often, the factory owners called the young men and women by number instead of by name.  Even children had to work in these factories.  They were forced to lift silk out of nearly boiling water with their bare hands.

Workers fight back:
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Finally, the workers decided to fight back against the factory owners.  The workers decided to go on strike.  A strike is when a large group of people refuse to go to work.  The group must be so large that the factory cannot operate while they are on strike.  The factory begins losing money, and eventually the owners agree to meet some of the workers demands.


In the 1920s, over 120,000 of these Chinese workers went on strike.  The factory owners attacked and killed many workers.  They fired even more.  At one point the Chinese government called in the army to fire on the striking workers.  Still the workers refused to give up, and eventually the factory owners agreed to raise the workers’ pay by over 30%.

Name: __________________________________



Classwork
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History - ____
Classwork #8:

Economics --- Show me the MONEY!

Part I:  Study each picture carefully, and then answer the questions below each one.
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Part II:  Complete the “tree map” graphic organizer below.  Remember, a “tree map” is a way of organizing the most important information in a non-fiction text.
Part III:  Mr. Lindy has highlighted one of the topics below.  You and your partner must create a thirty second SILENT skit acts out the highlighted topic.  You will have five minutes to plan your skit, and your classmates will EVALUATE your performance as you act it out.

1.  Using something with high scarcity and high demand

2.  Using something with low scarcity and high demand

3.  Working in a country with no economic mobility

4.  Taxes being collected and spent in a monarcy.

5.  Taxes being collected and spent in a democracy.

6.  Taxes being collected and spent in a theocracy.

Part IV:  Evaluate your teammates!

Name:



Confidence (1-5):

Creativity (1-5)
Skit #?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

Name: __________________________________



Homework
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History - ____
Homework #8

Part I:  Circle any words that deal with geography.  Put a box around any words that deal with government.  Put a squiggly line under any words that deal with economics.  Then rewrite each word in the correct column below.


 Loca Calda is a small town surrounded by desert.  There are several small wells in the center of town.  In the past, town residents have had to pay a large sum of money each month to use the wells.  Recently, the mayor has decided bring water to the town on trucks from another nearby town.  Shipping so much water is very expensive, especially because much of the surrounding desert is rocky.  The mayor has decided to raise taxes in order to pay for the project.  This has made many of the people in town angry, and many believe that the mayor will not be re-elected next election season.

Geography words:

     Government words:

    Economics words:

______________   

    ________________

    _______________

______________   

    ________________

    _______________

______________   

    ________________

    _______________

______________   

    ________________

    _______________

Part II:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Be neat, and use seventh grade vocabulary.
1.  Is the story about the Chinese factory workers an empowering memory or a non-empowering memory?  Explain.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  What problems might we be able to solve in our own country now that we have studied the Chinese strikers?  How might we solve those problems?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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What is pictured here? ______


Is it very valuable? _____  Why? _____


________________________________


________________________________





What is pictured here? ______


Is it very valuable? _____  Why? _____


________________________________


________________________________





What is pictured here? ______________________________





 Do you think the people in the photograph want to live somewhere else or have different job?__________________





Will that be easy or difficult for them to do?  Explain:


________________________________________________


________________________________________________
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