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Do Now #18
Objective:
I will be able to participate actively and intelligently in our Socratic seminar by learning from the mistakes I made during out last seminar.
Essential Question:  “What do you do when the law itself is unjust and dangerous?”
Are you MAKING THE IMPOSSIBLE POSSIBLE?

Earn your class the points they deserve!



By the time you leave class today, you will be armed with specific parts of the text you want to discuss in seminar.  You will also have practiced how we can make our discussions more powerful by listening to each other and building on the ideas of others.  Finally, you will have practiced using the seminar rubric … you will know exactly what it takes to earn a perfect score!

1.  Be the end of class you will have specific parts of the __________ you are ready to discuss in seminar.
2.  We will be discussing one text by E________ W_________ and another text by A________ F________.

3.  Both of these people lived during the H_____________ and were put in death camps by the N__________.

4.  Other genocides have taken place since then, however, in places like ____________ and ______________.

5.  In Rwanda, the _____________ murdered over 800,000 __________.

6.  In Sudan, the ______________ is murdering hundreds of thousands of darker-skinned Africans in ________________ as we speak.

7.  In Rwanda, both ethnic groups had the same religion, but in Sudan, the J_____________ are mostly _______ while the victims of the genocide are mostly _______________.
Today’s Vocabulary Practice:  We will say these aloud with our hand signals.

Nelson Mandela

Eugenics

Janjaweed

Darfur
Above and Beyond:  In what ways did you do well during the last Socratic seminar (on Gandhi)?  In what ways do you need to improve? (Use the back of this page if necessary.)

GOAL #2 - Extending the discussion during seminar:

Background:  During our last seminar, many of us received poor grades because we did not use the “response stems.”  We will earn higher grades AND make the seminar more meaningful at the same time.  This time, instead of “responses” we will be looking for what we’ll call “extensions.”
	1.
	“But what about  …?”


	Use this instead of “I disagree …”

	2.
	“I want to build on what _____ said about _____ ….”


	Use this instead of “I agree …”

	3.
	Paraphrase someone else’s comment
	Putting someone else’s comment in your own words is a great way to show that you are listening.

	4.
	Connect someone’s comment about history to what we see around us.
	To draw lessons from history, we must make powerful connections to our own lives and our own world.


Practice w/ your partner:  Now imagine that Mr. Lindy has asked the following question during seminar, and imagine that Jerrell has made the comment that follows.



Mr. Lindy:  Wiesel says, “We must take sides.”  What do you think?



Jerrell:  I agree, I think that we must not stay neutral … we should look out for




             those who are being hurt unfairly.
Use the chart below to extend the conversation in four different ways..
	1.
	“But what about  …?”


	

	2.
	“I want to build on what _____ said about _____ ….”
	

	3.
	Paraphrase 
	

	4.
	Connection to your life
	


Practice w/ your partner:  Practice the same skills using the card that Mr. Lindy will bring you.

	1.
	“But what about  …?”


	

	2.
	“I want to build on what _____ said about _____ ….”
	

	3.
	Paraphrase 
	

	4.
	Connection to your life
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Seminar Text:

Elie Wiesel’s Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech

No one may speak for the dead, no one may interpret their mutilated dreams and visions.  And yet, I sense their presence.  I always do--and at this moment more than ever.  The presence of my parents, that of  my little sister.  The presence of my teachers, my friends, my companions …


I remember: it happened yesterday, or eternities ago.  A young Jewish boy discovered the Kingdom of Night.  I remember his bewilderment, I remember his anguish.  It all happened so fast.  The ghetto.  The deportation.  The sealed cattle car.  The fiery altar upon which the history of our people and the future of mankind were meant to be sacrificed. 


I remember he asked his father, “Can this be true?  This is the twentieth century, not the Middle Ages.  Who would allow such crimes to be committed?  How could the world remain silent?”


And now the boy is turning to me.  “Tell me,” he asks, “what have you done with my future, what have you done with your life?”  And I tell him that I have tried.  That I have tried to keep memory alive, that I have tried to fight those who would forget.  Because if we forget, we are guilty, we are accomplices.


And then I explain to him how naïve we were, that the world did know and remained silent.  And that is why I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation.  We must take sides.  Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim.  Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.  Sometimes we must interfere.  When human lives are endangered, when human dignity is in jeopardy, national borders and sensitivities become irrelevant.  Wherever men and women are persecuted because of their race, religion, or political views, that place must--at that moment--become the center of the universe.


Human rights are being violated on every continent.  More people are oppressed than free.  How can one not be sensitive to their plight?  Human suffering anywhere concerns men and women everywhere … Violence is not the answer.  Terrorism is the most dangerous of answers. 


There is so much to be done, there is so much that can be done.  One person … of integrity can make a difference, a difference of life and death.  As long as one dissident is in prison, our freedom will not be true.  As long as one child is hungry, our life will be filled with anguish and shame.  What all these victims need above all is to know that they are not alone; that we are not forgetting them, that when their voices are stifled we shall lend them ours, that while their freedom depends on ours, the quality of our freedom depends on theirs.


That is what I say to the young Jewish boy wondering what I have done with his years.  It is in his name that I speak to you and that I express to you my deepest gratitude as one who has emerged from the Kingdom of Night.  We know that every moment is a moment of grace, every hour an offering; not to share them would mean to betray them.


Our lives no longer belong to us alone; they belong to all those who need us desperately.

Seminar Text:

From the Diary of Anne Frank

"I don't believe that the big men, the politicians and the capitalists alone, are guilty of the war. Oh no, the little man is just as guilty, otherwise the peoples of the world would have risen in revolt long ago! There's in people simply an urge to destroy, an urge to kill, to murder and rage, until all mankind, without exception, undergoes a great change, wars will be waged, everything that has been built up, cultivated, and grown will be destroyed and disfigured, after which mankind will have to begin all over again." Wednesday, 3 May, 1944


"It's really a wonder that I haven't dropped all my ideals, because they seem so absurd and impossible to carry out. Yet I keep them, because in spite of everything I still believe that people are really good at heart. I simply can't build up my hopes on a foundation consisting of confusion, misery, and death. I see the world gradually being turned into a wilderness, I hear the ever approaching thunder, which will destroy us too, I can feel the sufferings of millions and yet if I look up into the heavens, I think that it will all come right, that this cruelty too will end, and that peace and tranquility will return again." Saturday, 15 July, 1944
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GOAL #3 - Know how you are graded!
Directions:  Use the rubrics below to grade people’s imaginary seminar performances.
	Name:
	
	Date:
	

	# of times your partner has spoken:
	# of textual references

(mark with a * in the text):
	# of times this person extended the conversation

	
	
	

	Goal  in each category = 4



	Name:
	
	Date:
	

	# of times your partner has spoken:
	# of textual references

(mark with a * in the text):
	# of times this person extended the conversation

	
	
	

	Goal  in each category = 4


	Name:
	
	Date:
	

	# of times your partner has spoken:
	# of textual references

(mark with a * in the text):
	# of times this person extended the conversation

	
	
	

	Goal  in each category = 4


	Name:
	
	Date:
	

	# of times your partner has spoken:
	# of textual references

(mark with a * in the text):
	# of times this person extended the conversation

	
	
	

	Goal  in each category = 4


What MUST you do to make sure you earn a high grade in seminar? __________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Above and Beyond:  Mark-up parts of your seminar text that you want to discuss in seminar.


Mr. Lindy: Anne Frank says, “I simply can’t build up my hopes on a foundation consisting of confusion, misery, and death.”  Do you think the world is full of confusion, misery, and death?





Shakierah:  I think there is some of those bad things, but I think there are more good than bad things on Earth.
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