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History - 

Preparation for Socratic Seminar #2 - Part II
Elie Wiesel’s Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech (1986)
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Directions: Continue putting Wiesel’s acceptance speech into your own words.  Remember that Wiesel has just received the greatest honor in the world for those who try and make peace.  He is now speaking to a crowd of politicians and scholars, but he spent a major part of his childhood in the death camps.

Remember, last night’s homework ended with Wiesel talking about a “young Jewish boy.”  He is talking about himself here in the third person.  “The boy” in the first sentence is really Elie Wiesel. 

And now the boy is turning to me.  “Tell me,” he asks, “what have you done with my future, what have you done with your life?”  And I tell him that I have tried.  That I have tried to keep memory alive, that I have tried to fight those who would forget.  Because if we forget, we are guilty, we are accomplices.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


And then I explain to him how naïve we were, that the world did know and remained silent.  And that is why I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation.  We must take sides.  Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim.  Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Sometimes we must interfere.  When human lives are endangered, when human dignity is in jeopardy, national borders and sensitivities become irrelevant.  Wherever men and women are persecuted because of their race, religion, or political views, that place must--at that moment--become the center of the universe.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


Create an illustration in the box to the right that is inspired by the words or sentence that you chose:

Above and Beyond:  Do you agree that “neutrality helps the oppressor”?  Explain your answer.
