15 - Letter to Editor (Brainstorming)
Wednesday, March 1, 2006
7th Grade History (GCP)

Mr. Lindy

Objective:
8.  SWBAT analyze the current genocide taking place in Sudan and argue for what the US should do to help end that genocide.


Section of the Lesson:





Looks like / Sounds like:

Notes on pacing / A&B:
  -  For pacing, have students transfer to graphic organizer as above and beyond while other groups finish

      brainstorming.

  -  Leave time at the end for all students to transfer work to their graphic organizer

  -  A&B here = begin homework on paraphrasing seminar text.
  -  Have available copies of picket research so kids can find details if they’ve forgotten them

Name: __________________________________



Do Now
March 1 , 2006







History - ____
Do Now #15

Objective:
8.  I will be able to analyze the current genocide taking place in Sudan and argue for what the US should do to help end that genocide.
Essential Question:  “If you make a terrible mistake, will you make it again?”

Are you MAKING THE IMPOSSIBLE POSSIBLE?

Earn your class the points they deserve!



Today we begin an incredibly important project.  As you now know, there is a genocide going on TODAY in a part of Sudan called Darfur.  We will stand up and help put an end to this genocide.  We will write a letter to the editor of a major newspaper.  In our letter we will ask readers of the paper to write their own letters urging our government to take action.  I will send decent letters to the Roanoke Rapids Daily Herald.  I will send high quality letters to the Raleigh News and Observer.  I will send extraordinary letters to the New York Times.  What kind of letter will you write?


You will be asking for the US to do one of two things.  It can use military force to stop the genocide in Sudan.  The president is in charge of the military.  You can also ask the government to use sanctions against Sudan.  Sanctions are when a country refuses to do business with another country.  (It’s a  little like a boycott.)  Congress (the legislature) is in charge of trade and sanctions.
1.  We will be writing a ___________ to the editor of a major newspaper.
2.  Extraordinary letters will go all the way to the __________________________________________.

3.  The US can use m____________ f_________ to stop the genocide.
4.  The ________________ is in charge of the military.

5.  The US can also use s_______________ against Sudan.

6.  _______________________ is in charge of trade (and sanctions).

Vocabulary Review:



Oscar Schindler

Janjaweed


Darfur

Above and Beyond:  What things must an excellent, adroit, persuasive letter contain?  Use the back if you run out of space.



Name: __________________________________
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History - ____
Classwork #15:

Brainstorming Your Letter to the Editor
Directions:  By the end of class today, you will have a completed graphic organizer that will help you write a top quality letter to the editor tomorrow.  Follow each step below.  Will your letter make it to the New York Times?

Step #1 - First Paragraph: Describing the Situation in Sudan


1.  Create a gripping first sentence.  (Boring example: Bad things are happening in Sudan.)




2.  Answer each question in the space below.
	Who are the Janjaweed?
	What are they doing in Darfur?
	What does the Sudanese government say about the Janjaweed?






3.  Transfer your work from this page to your graphic organizer.  Make sure you match up


  
      the letters!
Step #2 - Second Paragraph: We will not be silent like those who witnessed the Holocaust or the Rwandan Genocide.


1.  Create a gripping first sentence.  (Boring example: Germans did not stand up for Jews.)


2.  Create a list of terrible situations that Jews and other minorities had to endure in the



      Holocaust (at least 6):


3.  Pick your best 2 from your brainstormed list, and record the on the left side of the chart



      below.  imagine the rationalizations that Germans used to justify these events.  Record


    
     your rationalizations next to each event.
	Event in the Holocaust:
	Rationalization used by Germans:

	
	

	
	




4.  Do the same for the following events in Rwanda’s genocide:

	Event in Rwanda:
	Rationalization used by Americans and the citizens of other countries:

	Hundreds of thousands of Tutsis were murdered.
	

	Thousands of Hutus who protect Tutsis were murdered.
	


Step #3 - Third Paragraph: We will be like those who stood up during the Holocaust and in Rwanda:.


1.  Create a gripping first sentence.  (Boring example: We will stand up instead.)




2.  Fill in information in the chart below about a person or group who did stand up.
	Name of person or group (Holocaust):



	Fact 1:


	Fact 2:
	Fact 3:

	What was this person or group will to risk / sacrifice:




	Paul Rusesabagina (main character in the Hotel Rwanda)

	Fact 1:


	Fact 2:
	Fact 3:

	What was this person or group will to risk / sacrifice:




Step #4 - Fourth Paragraph: It is time to tell our government that it must act.



1.  Decide what our government should do and why.  (Circle one)


Military Force





Sanctions

	Why should the government use this option?







2.  Where should your audience direct their letters? (Circle one)
President George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, DC 20500




Senator Richard Burr

2000 W. First St, Ste. 508

Winston-Salem, NC 27104




Senator Elizabeth Dole

310 Bern Ave., Ste. 122

Raleigh, NC 27601

Step #5 -  Transfer today’s brainstorming to your graphic organizer.

Make sure that all of the lettered sections on today’s classwork are copied neatly onto the corresponding sections of your graphic organizer.  You will use this graphic organizer to create a draft of your letter to the editor tomorrow.

Will your letter make it to the Raleigh News and Observer?

Will your letter make it to the New York Times?

