1 - New BHAG
Monday, November 28, 2005

7th Grade History (GCP)

Mr. Lindy

Objectives:

SWBAT describe our new B-HAG and explain its importance to my life and to GCP.
Room Set-up:

  - chart paper w/ “To get into a top college …” & GPA, SAT’s, Extrac’s, & AP’s covered
  -  chart paper w/ quote: “One of the best standard predictors of academic success at

      Harvard is performance on AP examinations.” - William R. Fitzsimmons, Dean of

      Admissions, Harvard
  -  DBQ written in large letter which can be unveiled

  -  speakers w/ Beyonce!

Opening:










(9 min.)
  -  Distribute Do Now’s at the door








(5 min.)
  -  Circulate and adjust binders

  -  Read objective and EQ (prep for tomorrow), st. responses





(4min.)
  -  New vocab procedure w/ imperialism

Transition from Do Now:  (2 min.)
  -  Sign out front: “preparing students to change the world.”

  -  I don’t think we need to wait until we graduate from GCP to start: we start NOW.

  -  How can THIS history class let us be civil rights leaders who are closing the

      achievement gap in this country?

-  Our new B-HAG (which I can’t even tell you about yet) has never been done before,

    will let us fight for rights that SHOULD be ours, but that our government is slowly

    trying to take away.
Group Brainstorming:









(5 min.)
  -  read instructions together (mark on left side of the paper)

  -  take example from the class first

  -  share out

  -  show my 4

Paired Reading:










(5 min.)
  -  Get prior knowledge on the achievement gap

  -  expectations for shared reading and what to do when finished

Unveiling:  










(5 min.)
  -  expectations for music

  -  unveil / students write

  -  “Awesome”

  -  read through rest of the section w/ questions
Illustration:










(10 min.)
  -  directions and example of illustration, words, and symbol

  -  paired work time

  -  distribute exit slips

Tonight’s homework









(5 min.)
Closing:











(5 min.)
  -  Exit slip:  “How does our new B-HAG help us close

                        the achievement gap in this country?”










Total Time:   44 min.
Name: __________________________________



Do Now (II)
November 28, 2005







History - ____
Do Now #1

Objective:
I will be able to describe our new B-HAG and explain its importance to my life and to GCP.

Essential Question:
Do schools in the United States spend enough time teaching their students about history?

Welcome back, ’11!  Before we get started make sure that …

· Your binder is closed and in the upper-left-hand-corner of your desk.

· Your other binders are in a neat stack next to your desk, slightly in the aisle.

· You find ways to go Above and Beyond until you hear the timer go off.

Directions:  This week we will be learning several new classroom jobs.  Read the description below, and then answer the questions.


Set-up Sergeants - This class will have TWO pairs of set-up sergeants.  The FIRST pair will pass out all papers for the day BEFORE anyone else enters the classroom.  That way, the room is set up for everyone when they come in.  The SECOND pair will pass out papers for next class as we dismiss.
Do YOU have what it takes to become a set-up sergeant?????????

If you want to be a set-up sergeant, hand me this paper at the end of class!
1.  Today’s new classroom job is the _____________________.

2.  There will be _____ pairs of them in this class.

3.  The first pair will be in charge of __________________________________________.

4.  The second pair will be in charge of _______________________________________.

Fill in each blank below.  There can be more than 1 correct answer for each blank.

Our last unit was entitled ______________.  The first one we studied was the M_______  E________.  The second one we studied was the E__________ E_________.  During I_____________, seven different European countries ____________ the entire continent of A______________.  Many of the difficulties that African countries face today are the _____________ of imperialism.

Write the name of the correct letter in the blank.  Take your best guess!
Mr. Lindy’s dog (back in Cincinnati) is named __________.


a.)  Cleo



b.)  Theo


c.)  Fido



d.)  Pookey

Above and Beyond:  On the back of this page, explain what a B-HAG is.  What are your B-HAG’s in your other classes?

Name: __________________________________



Do Now (I)
November 28, 2005







History - ____
Do Now #1


Objective:
I will be able to describe our new B-HAG and explain its importance to my life and to GCP.

Essential Question:
Why has the United States ABANDONED the study of history in its schools?

Welcome back, ’11!  Before we get started make sure that …

· Your binder is closed and in the upper-left-hand-corner or your desk.

· Your other binders are in a neat stack next to your desk, slightly in the aisle.

· You find ways to go Above and Beyond until you hear the timer go off.

Directions:  This week we will be learning several new classroom jobs.  Read the description below, and then answer the questions.


Set-up Sergeants - This class will have ONE pair of set-up sergeants.  These two teammates will do their job at the END of class.  They will make sure that each desk has a copy of the day’s papers (CW, HW, any other handouts).  That way, when the next class enters, all of their papers will be waiting for them.
Do YOU have what it takes to become a set-up sergeant?????????

If you want to be a set-up sergeant, hand me this paper at the end of class!
1.  Today’s new classroom job is the _____________________.

2.  There will be _____ pairs of them in this class.

3.  The pair will be in charge of __________________________________________.

4.  The pair will do their job at the  _______________________________________.

Fill in each blank below.  There can be more than 1 correct answer for each blank.

Our last unit was entitled ______________.  The first one we studied was the M_______  E________.  The second one we studied was the E__________ E_________.  During I_____________, seven different European countries ____________ the entire continent of A______________.  Many of the difficulties that African countries face today are the _____________ of imperialism.

Write the name of the correct letter in the blank.  Take your best guess!
Mr. Lindy’s dog (back in Cincinnati) is named __________.


a.)  Cleo



b.)  Theo


c.)  Fido



d.)  Pookey

Above and Beyond:  On the back of this page, explain what a B-HAG is.  What are your B-HAG’s in your other classes?

Name: __________________________________



Do Now (III)
November 28, 2005







History - ____
Do Now #1


Objective:
I will be able to describe our new B-HAG and explain its importance to my life and to GCP.

Essential Question:
Why has the United States ABANDONED the study of history in its schools?

Welcome back, ’11!  Before we get started make sure that …

· Your binder is closed and in the upper-left-hand-corner or your desk.

· Your other binders are in a neat stack next to your desk, slightly in the aisle.

· You find ways to go Above and Beyond until you hear the timer go off.

Directions:  This week we will be learning several new classroom jobs.  Read the description below, and then answer the questions.

Board Barbarians - This class will have two board barbarians.  The board barbarians will make sure that nothing is left on Mr. Lindy’s boards.  They will throw out any paper taped to the board, and use a rag and bottle to clean off any marker on the board.

Do YOU have what it takes to become a set-up sergeant?????????

If you want to be a set-up sergeant, hand me this paper at the end of class!
1.  Today’s new classroom job is the _____________________.

2.  There will be _____ pairs of them in this class.

3.  The pair will be in charge of __________________________________________.

4.  The pair will do their job at the  _______________________________________.

Fill in each blank below.  There can be more than 1 correct answer for each blank.

Our last unit was entitled ______________.  The first one we studied was the M_______  E________.  The second one we studied was the E__________ E_________.  During I_____________, seven different European countries ____________ the entire continent of A______________.  Many of the difficulties that African countries face today are the _____________ of imperialism.

Write the name of the correct letter in the blank.  Take your best guess!
Mr. Lindy’s dog (back in Cincinnati) is named __________.


a.)  Cleo



b.)  Theo


c.)  Fido



d.)  Pookey

Above and Beyond:  On the back of this page, explain what a B-HAG is.  What are your B-HAG’s in your other classes?

Name: __________________________________



Classwork

September 20, 2005







History - ____
Classwork #1
Our NEW B-HAG for 7th Grade History!
Directions to Part I:  Use the box on the left to brainstorm with your partner a list of the things you need to do to get into a top college or university.  Leave the right side of the box blank: we will fill it in as a class.

	What you need to do to get into a top college / university:

	
	


Directions to Part II:  Read the selection below with your partner.  Answer the questions when you are finished, and then go Above and Beyond.

What is the ACHIEVEMENT GAP?

The government is trying to fix this problem with a law called No Child Left Behind.  This law states that students have to pass big tests (like the EOG’s) in math and in reading or else their school loses money.  The good news is that many schools are now trying to do a better job of teaching reading and math.  The bad news?  Many schools are cutting subjects like history, science, and Spanish to make more time for reading and math classes.  How many of you took history in elementary school?  What percentage of students who go to wealthy schools do you think took history in elementary school?


Think about the long term effects of not taking history.  Children in poor schools start taking history later than those in wealthy schools.  By the time those same children get to high school, guess which ones are taking AP history classes?  Which students are now more likely to get into the best colleges and universities in the country?  If we are truly going to close the achievement gap, we need to make sure that we are ready for AP history classes at Pride High.

1.  No Child Left Behind forces schools to test which subjects? ___________________________

2.  Because of this law, many poor schools are now cutting which subjects? _________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3.  Because children in poor schools start taking history later, fewer of those children take what kind of classes in high school? _____________________________________________________

4.  Why is it a problem if fewer students from poor schools take AP classes? ________________

______________________________________________________________________________

A & B:  What do you think we could do at GCP in history class to close the achievement gap?

Directions to Part III:  Fill in the spaces below with the rest of the class.

Our B-HAG (big, hairy, audacious goal) is …


… to write a                                          as 7th Graders!
A ____________ is a special type of essay that high school students write in their AP history classes.  We are making sure that we can compete with the smartest students from the wealthiest schools in this country.  We will be JUST as competitive for this country’s best colleges and universities as they are.  WE WILL NOT LET ANYONE LEAVE US BEHIND!

Directions to Part IV:  The road to our DBQ will be a long one and a hard one.  What kinds of challenges or skills do you think we will need to master on our way to the DBQ?

· Add illustrations, words, and symbols to the map below showing what we might face this year as we move toward our goal.

· In the sky, explain how our B-HAG is helping close the ACHIEVEMENT GAP.

Above and Beyond:  What might DBQ stand for?  Make some intelligent guesses with your partner in the space below.
Name: __________________________________



Homework

November 28, 2005







History - ____
Homework  #1
Directions:  Tonight you will conduct an interview with an adult at home and teach that person about the achievement gap and our new B-HAG.  Remember, an “adult” can be anyone at home who is eighteen or over.

Tonight I am interviewing: ______________________________________________

Part  #1:  “What do you know about the achievement gap”?  (Write down what she / he says.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Part #2:  Teach your adult what you know about the achievement gap.  (Write down what you say.  At least THREE SENTENCES.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Part #3:  Explain what two subjects No Child Left Behind tests.  (Write down what you say.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Part #4:  “What do you think happens to history classes in poor schools because of No Child Left Behind?”  (Write down what she / he says.)
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Part #5:  Explain what AP classes are and why they are important.  (At least THREE SENTENCES.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(OVER)

Part #6:  Explain what our BIG GOAL is for the year in 7th grade history?  (Write down what you say.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Part #7:  “Do you think students from every school (poor or wealthy) should get the chance to take AP classes?  Why or why not?”  (Ask your adult, and write down what she / he says.)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Above and Beyond:  Ask your adult what she thinks “DBQ” might stand for.  Write down her ideas in the space below.






