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Do Now

October 31, 2005







History -

Do Now #1

Objectives:

1.  I will be able to explain why it is important for us to study the Muslim Empire.

2.  I will be able to model outstanding teamwork in our first LAYERED CURRICULUM group project!

Essential Questions:
How long should it take for friends to get over an argument?



Are we the earth’s masters or its slaves?

Dear Pride of 2011,


Today is an exciting day!  We are not only beginning our next unit (EMPIRES), but we are also starting our first LAYERED CURRICULUM group project.  Here’s how layered curriculum works:


1.  You work on a team, and the activity lasts four days (until Thursday).

2.  Your team decided what grade you are going to earn (a C, a B, or an A).


3.  You pick the assignments you will do from a checklist.


4.  In order to complete a B level project, you must have done all four C level projects.  To

     complete an A level project, you must have completed two B level project.


This is an especially important project because it will help us FIGHT STEREOTYPES.  When the word “Muslim” or “Islam” comes up on the news, it is almost always connected to some kind of terrorist attack.  By the end of this unit, we will be able to fight this stereotype by explaining all of the amazing accomplishments and achievements of Muslims throughout history.


Here is a list of the different projects that you will get the chance to complete:

‘C’ level (must do all 4):

‘B’ level (must do 2 to earn ‘A’ level)
‘A’ level:

1.  Sunni and Shia Muslims
1.  Spies in the Muslim Empire

1.  Muslim politics

2.  Map of the Muslim Empire
2.  Muslim Math Memory Game

2.  Be a Muslim architect

3.  Crossing the Sahara Desert
3.  Calligraphy art project


3.  Create a mosque 

4.  The lost city of Timbuktu


On Friday of this week, we will have a quiz over the achievements of the Muslim empire.

1.  What is the title of our new unit? ____________________

2.  Will you work by yourself or on a team this week? ____________________

3.  Who gets to decide which projects you do in this unit? ____________________

4.  How many C levels do you need to do a B level? ______  How many B levels for an A? _____

5.  Why is it important for us to be studying the Muslim empire? __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Above and Beyond:  Do you think the most exciting projects will be C levels, B levels, or A levels?  Explain your answer.

