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History - 

Directions:  Read the selection below with your team.  When you are finished, begin the project on the back of this page.

Design Your Own Mosque!
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All mosques must have certain parts to them:

1.  One or more minarets - towers from which a muezzin (Muslim religious leader) leads prayers
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2.  Fountains for washing in a courtyard (Muslims believe that you should be clean before offering prayers to Allah.)
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3.  A large room without furniture for praying - This room can be decorated with columns or designs, but there should be no furniture.  Muslims pray by kneeling directly on the floor.
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4.  One wall (the one facing East toward Mecca) contains the Mihrab.  The Mihrab is a small depression or carved out space that shows the direction of Mecca.

[image: image7.jpg]



Many mosques contain pointed arches and horseshoe arches.  A pointed arch is an architectural feature first designed by Muslim architects. 
Direction:  Design your own mosque in the space below.  Be sure to include the elements you learned on the back of this page.
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