First Six Weeks Exam:

7th Grade History
Belief Systems (Part I)
“… to look upon the past with the eyes of centuries to come.”
Name: ________________________________________________

Date: ______________

Group: _________
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Score:   _____ / ______ = ________

Parent Signature:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: __________________________________

           Test - Belief Systems I
October 13, 2005





           History - ____

Directions for Part I:  Match each term with its definition.  Be sure to write a CAPITAL letter in each blank.


1.  Myth ____

2.  Folktale ____

3.  Religion ____


4.  Canonize ____

5.  Torah ____

6.  Monotheism ____


7.  Polytheism ____

8.  Orthodox Judaism ____

9.  Conservative Judaism ____

10.  Reform Judaism____


11.  Prometheus ____

12.  Pandora ____
13.  Perseus ____

14.  Sisyphus ____

15.  Tantalus ____

16.  Charon ____

17.  Achilles ____

Directions for Part II:  Next to each name, write the letter that goes with the event that would make an ancient Greek person think of that god or goddess.


1.  Zeus ____
2.  Hera ____

3.  Athena ____

4.  Ares ____

5.  Aphrodite ____

6.  Artemis ____

7.  Demeter ____

8.  Poseidon ____

9.  Hades ____

10.  Hephaestus ____

11.  Apollo ____

12.  Dionysus ____

13.  Pan ____
Directions to Part III:  Write the correct word in the blank to complete the Greek creation story.

In the beginning, the sky god, _________________, and the earth goddess, _____________ had three groups of children: the _________________, the ___________________, and the ____________.  The father was cruel to most of his children, and he imprisoned many of them.   Finally, ___________, the eldest of one group of children overthrew his father. 


He was not much better, however.  Afraid that one of his children would do the same to him, he began _________ his children.  His wife hid away the youngest child, named ________, who grew up on a distant island.


Eventually, the child returned and defeated his father by releasing his imprisoned relatives.  __________ was one of the few who sided with the father and not the son.  The new king of the gods punished him by forcing him to carry the _________ on his shoulders.


Not long afterward, the king of the gods grew angry at the evil that mankind had created.  He decided to _________ the earth to get rid of them.  One man, however, saved humankind by building a large __________ until the disaster ended.

Directions to Part IV:  Write the letter of the correct choice in each blank.
1.  Every belief system, whether based on myths, folktales, or religions, tries to establish
_____.


a.)  beliefs in gods



b.)  beliefs in a God


c.)  rules to live by



d.)  the existence of Heaven

2.  In addition to #1, every belief system tries to give people _____.

a.) food and water



b.)  shelter and peace


c.)  stories about the Gorgons


d.)  a reason for being alive
3.  The Greek creation story has which of the following in common with the Jewish and Christian creation stories? ____

a.)  many gods and goddesses


b.)  a flood

c.)  Prometheus



d.)  the river Styx

4.  Which of the following is most like the character Prometheus? ____


a.)  someone who is thrown in jail for her or his beliefs


b.)  someone who goes on a long journey to defend her or his family

c.)  someone who plays too many tricks on people and eventually gets caught


d.)  someone who has no integrity

5.  Which of the following is most like Pandora? ____

a.)  someone who is thrown in jail for her or his beliefs


b.)  someone who goes on a long journey to defend her or his family


c.)  Mblukwa (the prince) in the “Daughter of the Star” story from the Congo


d.)  Mblukwa’s men on their journey to Heaven

6.  Which characteristic would a superstar GCP student share with Baucis and Philemon? ____


a.)  physical strength



b.)  mathematical intelligence


c.)  integrity




d.)  knowledge of Judaism

7.  Each one of the following could be considered a characteristic of Perseus EXCEPT ____.

a.)  bravery




b.)  love of family

c.)  cleverness




d.)  charity

8.  Who do Jews believe was the first Jewish person? ____

a.)  Adam




b.)  Eve


c.)  Moses




d.)  Abraham

9.  Who do Jews believe was the most important prophet (someone to whom God speaks)? ____


a.)  Adam




b.)  Eve


c.)  Moses




d.)  Abraham

10.  Following the destruction of the Jews’ temple, the Jewish people ____.

a.)  went into exile for almost 2000 years
b.)  created a new country in Europe

c.)  became slaves in Egypt


d.)  gave up their religion for good

11.  The Jewish Bible contains the Torah and _____.

a.)  nothing else


b.)  every book written about Judaism


c.)  some books (but not all) about Judaism that were picked by the rabbis


d.)  some books (but  not all) about Judaism that were picked by Moses

12.  Passover is a Jewish holiday that celebrates ____.


a.)  the New Year



b.)  the Jews going free from Egypt


c.)  apologizing for sins


d.)  giving gifts
13.  At 13 Jewish boys have a ____

a.)  birthday party



b.)  Bar Mitzvah


c.)  exile




d.)  naming ceremony
Directions to Part V:  Use a correct form of one of our English vocabulary words to complete each sentence below.  You will lose a half point for each spelling mistake.
1.  Mr. Dolan felt as if he were involved in a ___________________ challenge; as hard as he worked, there always seemed to be more left to do.
2.  As the leaves began to fall and the days grew shorter, Mr. Lindy felt that Halloween was ________________ close.

3.  When Ms. Napleton stopped by GCP at 10 pm, the hallway was dark.  Peering inside her room, she struggled to make out a shape inside the _______________ darkness.
4.  Our efforts at GCP are ________________; we are ready to change the world, no matter what the cost.
Directions to Part VI:  Match each description with the correct location on the map.


Directions to Part V:  Imagine that a Reform Jew and an Orthodox Jew are having a conversation.  For each statement, circle AGREE if the two would agree with the statement.  Circle DISAGREE if either one would have a problem with that statement.
1.  There is only one God.


Agree



Disagree
2.  Girls can have a Bat Mitzvah

Agree



Disagree

3.  Rosh Hashanah is the new year.

Agree



Disagree

4.  Women can become rabbis.

Agree



Disagree

Directions to Part VI:  Put the following events in order from oldest to most recent.

_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______

Directions to Part VII:  Each group of lines is from the Metamorphoses by Ovid.  In the blank below each selection, write the name of the myth that is being described.
1.  “There was on goose, the trusty guardian

Of their minute domain and they, the hosts,

Would sacrifice him for the Gods, their guests.”

This refers to the myth of ____.
a.)  Perseus & Medusa
b.)  Prometheus

c.)  Baucis & Philemon
d.)  Cronus
2.  “When I stretch my arms to you

You stretch your arms to me, and when I smile

You smile, and when I seep, I’ve often seen

Your tears, and to my nod your nod replies,

And your sweet lips appear to move in speech,

Though to my ears you can not reach

Oh, now I know for sure the image is my own

I burn with love; I fan the flames I feel for thee.”

This refers to the myth of ____.
a.)  Perseus & Medusa      b.)  Echo & Narcicus
c.)  Orpheus & Eurydice   d.)  Tantalus



3.  “So to the music of his strings he sang,

And Tantalus forgot the fleeing water,

Ixion’s wheel was tranced,

The vultures left their feast,

And Sisyphus sat rapt upon his stone.”

This refers to the myth of ___.
a.)  Perseus & Medusa      b.)  Echo & Narcicus

c.)  Orpheus & Eurydice   d.)  Tantalus

4.  “Her shining hair is chang’d to hissing snakes.

The hissing snakes her foes more sure ensnare,

Than they did lovers once, when shining hair.”

This refers to the myth of ____.

a.)  Perseus & Medusa      b.)  Echo & Narcicus

c.)  Baucis & Philemon     d.)  Sisyphus

Directions to Part VIII:  Respond to each of the following questions in AT LEAST FIVE strong sentences.  You will be graded on the originality of your ideas AND all of the grammar, punctuation, and spelling mini-lessons you have had in Ms. Napleton’s class.
1.  Describe a connection you feel with a character from one of the Greek myths that we have studied.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2.  Using one of the female characters we have studied in Greek mythology, explain how her character SUPPORTS gender stereotypes.  THEN explain how that same character can FIGHT gender stereotypes.

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Above and Beyond:  Write a letter on the back of this page at a Reform, Conservative, or Orthodox Jew to one of the characters we have studied in Greek mythology.  Explain in your letter what you would agree about and what you would disagree about.
a.)  beliefs about a God or gods based on a written text





b.)  beliefs about a God or gods and heroes that have


       been passed down orally (by word of mouth)





c.)  people who pray almost entirely in Hebrew





d.)  belief in more than one god





e.)  belief in one God





f.)  Jews who believe that one should read Torah


      literally





g.)  stories that are passed down orally (by word of


      mouth) and that teach lessons without mentioning


       a God or gods 





h.)  Jews who believe that one should read the Torah


      figuratively and change laws when necessary





i.)  to decide what books belong in a collection and


      which do not





j.)  the holy text of the Jews





a.)  The water and fruit are always just out of reach.





b.)  He ferries dead souls across the river Styx.





c.)  He stole fire from Zeus and was punished harshly.





d.)  She was perhaps to curious for her own good.





e.)  In Hades, he forever roles a rock up a hill.





f.)  He defeated Medusa with the help of the gods.





g.)  “I would rather be a slave on earth than rule as a prince in Hades.”








a.)  A funeral service begins at a nearby church.





b.)  The cotton harvest is especially good this year.





c.)  A sailboat is knocked over by an enormous wave.





d.)  A bolt of lightening knocks out the power lines.





e.)  In a store you find a beautiful, old shield made of metal.





f.)  Hunting season begins.





g.)  Mr. Lindy’s students were excellent actors in class.





h.)  A woman gives birth successfully.





i.)  The war in Iraq continues for another five years.





j.)  You earn an A+ on today’s exam.





k.)  At Saturday school, you create a beautiful painting in art class.





l.)  Mr. Lindy finds that a student has tied his shoe laces together.





m.)  Near the end of the movie, two people get engaged to be married.�
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The route Greek myths took in coming to this country.





The route Nigerian folktales took in coming to this country


 


The Congo (“Daughter of the Star”)





Where Judaism began





Gaston, NC








_____








_____





_____








_____





_____





a.)  Moses		c.)  Canonization		e.)  Exile


b.)  Abraham		d.)  Israel (1948)		f.)  Torah








