Document A:
From “The New Colossus,” a poem by Emma Lazarus

Engraved on the Statue of Liberty

New York City, 1902

“… Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”
Document B:

Hiram Wesley Evans, “The Klan’s fight for Americanism”

March, 1926


“Jews and Catholics are lavish
 with their caustic
 criticism of anything American … We are narrowly opposed to the use of anything alien—race, loyalty to any foreign power or to any religion whatever—as a means to win political power.  We are prejudiced against any attempt … to wrest from us control of our own country … This is our intolerance; based on the sound instincts which have saved us many times from the follies of the intellectuals.  We admit it.  More and worse, we are proud of it…”
Document C:
Paul S. Taylor, “Songs of Mexican Migration”

1910

Don’t condemn me

For leaving my country,

Poverty and necessity 

Are at fault.

Good-bye, pretty Guanajuato

The state in which I was born.

I’m going to the United States

Far away from you.

Good-bye, my beloved country,

Now I am going away ….

I go to the United States

To seek to earn a living.

Good-bye, my beloved land;

I bear you in my heart.
Document D:
Thomas Nast

 cartoonist for Harper’s Weekly
1882

Document E:
Photo from the Herald,

entitled “Welcome to America”

1892

Document F:
Author = Melvin Paden

Letter to his wife written in 1849


Jane, I left you and the boys for no other reason than this: To come here and procure a little property by the sweat of my brow so that we could have a place of our own, that I might not be a dog for other people any longer.

Document G:
From an article by Jacob Riis

“How the Other Half Lives”

1890


“All the fresh air that enters these stairs comes from the hall-door that is forever slamming … the sinks are in the hallway, that all tenants may have access--and all be poisoned alike by the summer stenches … Here is a door.  Listen!  That slow, hacking cough, that tiny helpless wail--what do they mean?  The child is dying of measles.  With half a chance, it might have lived; but it had none.  That dark bedroom killed it.”

Document H:

From the book Immigrant Life in New York City

1864

Document I:
Law passed by Congress

“Emergency Quota Act of 1921”


“ … the number of aliens of any nationality who may be admitted under immigration laws to the United States in a year shall be limited to 3% of the number of foreign born persons of such nationality resident in the United States as determined by the United Census of 1910.”

In other words …


This law created a way for Congress to limit the number of non-Protestant, non-European immigrants who could enter the United States.

Document J:
From The Independent (magazine)

1921


“Many would-be immigrants arriving at the port of New York had been refused admission and been sent home again, because they had happened to arrive a few hours after their country’s legal quota for the months under the new law had been filled; and thus after parents had been admitted to the United States their children were sent back, or children were admitted and their parents sent back.”
Document K:

Mary Antin, The Promised Land, 1912

(Jewish immigrant who arrived in 1894)


In America, everything was free as we had heard in Russia: the streets were as bright as a synagogue on a holy day.  Music was free: we had been serenaded, to our gaping delight, by a brass band of many pieces …


Education was free.  That subject my father had written about repeatedly, as compromising his chief hope for us children, the essence of American opportunity, the treasure that no thief could touch, nor even misfortune or poverty.  It was the one thing that he was able to promise us when he sent for us; surer, safer, than bread of shelter.

� Lavish = when there is lots of something


� Caustic = harsh


� “Laborers” means low-level factory workers, construction workers, etc…


  “Domestic Servants” means maids, people who cook, do laundry etc…





