Teacher: Karen Weinstein, Art




Grade: 1st
Unit:
Family Portraits   Lesson: What is a Family? Painting People in a mixed media portrait.

*Previous lesson had children painting ovals with acrylic paint. Color mixing was introduced to achieve satisfying skin tone was explored and also brush technique. The painted ovals were staggered on a 12”x 24” heavy grade paper.

Specific Objectives: In this lesson students will continue to learn about portraiture, using the artists and author Faith Ringgold’s book Tar Beach, her biography and her series of Church Picnic portraits as a springboard. Students will learn the elements of a face, to look at the oval shape and add to their previously painted designs the various facial components. Students will identify and recognize where to place eyes, ears, nose and mouth and how their size and placement create our differences & similarities. Students will also learn the terms mixed media, collage, detail and facial features and expression, and some identifying elements of portraiture in general.  Secondary objectives include the inquiry based investigation “What is a family?” is based on their own personal experience and life observations. 

Motivation and Initiation: During our focus and sharing time students will revisit the work of Faith Ringgold & have a discussion about our own families. What are our experience of families, what do they do for us, how do we feel about them? Some questions: In a portrait how can we tell that people are family members? How are they posed? How do their faces look? In Faith Ringgold’s portraits how do the people and the families look to you? Describe their expressions. Then we will learn how to add features and details such as clothing, jewelry and hair to our previously painted faces. 

Procedure: 

1. Students will add facial features and hair with oil pastels onto their paintings by using the techniques we explored during sharing time.

2. Then they will create jewelry, adornment and clothing using the pastels and collage pieces. 

3. Students will use glue and scissors to cut and place collage materials in appropriate places on the bodies of their subjects. 

4. When they are finished, students will clean up and neaten their area, put their names on his or her work before they may go on to free drawing. 

Reflection and Differentiation: I want to be sure that all students understand how to add facial features in a satisfying way. I want them to understand to their own ability and developmental level how to make a face recognizable. If students have fine motor issues, variation in material ca be explored. For example, if a child cannot manage using the glue bottle, I can offer them a glue stick. I can also draw guidelines for students who are struggling with the organizing of the features on the face. This provides help while empowering the student to continue to “try it themselves.”

Assessment: Are all students able to draw a basic face with facial features in identifiable order that is both satisfying to them and recognizable to others? If not I will provide it 1:1 attention to those students who need more help. Is the general conversation at the tables reflective of the assignment? Are students using the materials appropriately? Is the glue being controlled? Are scissors handled skillfully? 

Closure: During our after-class sharing time students will be asked pointed questions to assess whether they understand the concepts presented such as: Can you show me some details in this portrait? What makes this portrait mixed media? Can you find similarities and differences in this portrait to Faith Ringgold’s portraits?  Can you name something you especially like about Johnny’s portrait?
