Microphones for Speech/Language Drill
by Patricia Lucas


Objective:  The children will practice speech/language words, vocabulary, etc. according to individual goals.

Materials:  Each child needs one toilet paper tube.  Ahead of time prepare a rectangle of construction paper (cut to size) to wrap around the tube.  Cut rectangles of various colors.  Wrap several cotton balls inside a square of aluminum foil leaving a “tail” of foil at the bottom.  The child chooses a color of paper, wraps it around the tube, tapes it into place, and inserts the foil ball into the top of the tube.  Reach in from the bottom of the tube and place scotch tape on the foil tail to hold the ball in place.  This should look like a microphone.  Add a black dot somewhere on the tube for the “on” and “off” switch.

Procedure:  When it is his turn, the child picks up the microphone, pushes the “on” button and repeats the appropriate drill word, phrase, etc. as if speaking into a real microphone.  When he finishes speaking, he turns it off and lays it on the table until his next turn.  Alternately, you can have one microphone and pass it from child to child.  After a few sessions of practice with these, the children may take them home and practice with  family member.

