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Books and Media for Children and Youth 
Galimoto (Reading Rainbow Book) (Fiction) Karen Lynn Williams, Illustrated by Catherine Stock. Mulberry Books, 1991. Ages 3 - 6. 
Seven-year-old Kondi is determined to make a galimoto -- a toy vehicle made of wires. His brother laughs at the idea, but all day Kondi goes about gathering up the wire he needs. By nightfall, his wonderful galimoto is ready for the village children to play with in the light of the moon. His perseverance and the pleasure he takes in his accomplishment are just two of the delights of this appealing story set in Malawi. 
Where Are You Going Manyoni? (Fiction) Illustrated and written by Catherine Stock. Morrow & Company, 1993. Ages 4 - 8. 
Manyoni rises early for her two hour walk to school across the plain, along the Limpopo riverbed and to the brick school, where there's still time to play with her friends before class. This lovely book contains beautifully rendered impressionistic watercolors of rural Zimbabwe, complete with brightly decorated thatched huts, a tractor, domestic animals and wild animals and birds. 
Jubela (Non-Fiction) Cristina Kessler, Illustrated by Joellen McAllister Stammen. Simon & Schuster, 2001. Ages 4 - 8. 
Baby rhino Jubela is content in his African home, rolling in the mud while his mother watches over him. But suddenly Jubela's world is shaken to its core when his mother is killed by poachers. Totally bewildered, the baby learns to cope with his new world. Based on the real-life experience of an orphaned rhino from Swaziland, Jubela is a heartbreaking - and heartwarming - story of the plight of rhinos, 97 percent of which have been lost to poachers over the last 30 years. 
One Round Moon and a Star for Me (Fiction) Ingrid Mennen, Illustrated by Niki Daly. Orchard Books, 1994. Ages 4 - 8. 
This tale of a young boy in rural Lesotho tells a universal story: a new baby is born, and a boy suddenly needs reassurance that his parents belong to him, too. This tale of love and family also shows a boy that feels a part of the place where he lives, connected to the land and the community. He's at home inside the hut with his immediate family, in the hills outside and with the extended family and neighbors who come bearing gifts for the new baby. 
Along the Luangwa: A Story of an African Floodplain (Fiction) Schuyler Bull and Alan Male, Illustrated by Schyuler Bull. Soundprints Corp Audio, 1999. Ages 4 - 8. 
In the silver moonlight fifty Nile crocodile babies hatch in the Luangwa River Valley of Zambia, Africa. Their mother must protect them from hungry predators as she carries them to a nursery pool. Then, when a drought strikes the valley, the crocodile family must move on to the shores of the Luangwa River. 
Learning to Swim in Swaziland: a Child's-Eye View of a Southern African Country (Non-Fiction) Nila K. Leigh. Scholastic Trade, 1993. Ages 4 - 8. 
An American child shares her view of living in a different country, including how to get there, the structure of the school year, and the way people dress. The informative book answers some questions children have about Africa; color photographs and illustrations add to the authenticity. 
The Greatest Table: A banquet to Fight Against World Hunger (Fiction) Michael J. Rosen. Harcourt Brace & Company, 1994. Ages 4 - 8. 
This twelve-foot-long accordion book simply tells of food, community and the responsibility we all share to bring those in need to join us at the greatest table where all of humanity breaks bread and shares in the joys of food. 16 well-known children’s book artists beautifully illustrate this thoughtful book produced by Share Our Strength. 
The Mean Hyena: A Folktale from Malawi (Folktales) Judy Sierra, Illustrated by Michael Bryant. Lodestar Books, 1997. Ages 5 - 9. 
After Fisi, a hyena, tricks Kamba, a tortoise, and leaves him stuck in the crook of a tree, the tortoise plots a slow, steady revenge. He chews on bark to make a paint brush and calls over animals to decorate their coats. Kamba gives the zebra stripes and the leopard spots, lavish enough to make Fisi jealous. When the hyena comes to have his coat painted, the tortoise gives him a coat of sticky gum, making the hyena the laughing stock of the jungle. 
Gift of the Tortoise: A Musical Journey Through Southern Africa (Music for Little People) Ladysmith Black Mambazo. Warner Brothers, 1994. Ages 5 and above. 
Gift of the Tortoise is stunning in its beauty and uncompromising in its delivery of excellence. Expressed from the viewpoint of a very wise tortoise, the lush harmonies of Ladysmith Black Mambazo are supported by renowned guitarist Johnny Clegg and storyteller Gcina Mhlophe, creating a captivating blend of Zulu lore, South African history, and that country's brave optimism in the post-Apartheid era. 
As the drama unfolds, the listener is drawn into the spell cast by this marvelous group of players as they carry out the chant of ancestral names on "Two Shelleni," the folk legend of the "Boy Who Turned into a Cat" and the classic "Mbube (the Lion Sleeps Tonight)." Voice, stories, chants and songs weave in and out of each other through this seamless whole of music and words. 
Gugu's House (Fiction) Illustrated and written by Catherine Stock. Clarion Books, 2001. Ages 6 - 8. 
This is a delightful tale about the relationship between a loving grandmother Gugu and her granddaughter Kukamba. Kukamba loves to travel from the city to visit Gugu's beautiful thatched-roof house made vibrant not only by walls covered in painted patterns but also by a splendid array of clay sculptures in the courtyard, including a zebra she can ride on. 
Gugu's artistry also extends to story telling, lifting the spirits of the villagers during a drought. The rains finally come, but Kukamba's relief turns to dismay when she sees the wonderful colors of Gugu's creations washed away. This simple tale of renewal and wisdom captures the joys and challenges of traditional rural life in Zimbabwe. 
Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale (Fiction) Adapted and illustrated by John Steptoe. Scholastic, 1987. Ages 6 - 10. 
This Caldecott Honor Book was inspired by a Shona (a major cultural and linguistic group in Zimbabwe) tale and features the two beautiful daughters of a great leader. In this Cinderella-like tale the sweet natured and kind daughter marries the son of a great king and becomes the queen. 
Africa Is Not a Country (Non-Fiction) Margy Burns, Marke Melnicove and Anne Sibley O'Brien. The Millbrook Press, 2000. Ages 6 - 10. 
Stories of the ordinary lives of children throughout a typical day in various countries of Africa make the point that Africa is a continent rather than a monolithic country. As the sun rises, Arim and Efrem get ready for the school day in Eritrea and listen to the radio while eating a warm breakfast. Their morning is then contrasted with that of Mantoh, Tepe, Nkolo and Folla in Cameroon who must do chores such as selling milk and providing water and firewood for the family before walking to school. 
As the day progresses, the reader learns that just as the lives of the children are different in various cultures, so too is the environment in which they live. From the snow covered mountains in Lesotho to the sandy desert in Mauritania, the children are pictured in attractive, colorful illustrations. The back of the book contains a listing of all the African countries and includes pertinent details such as population figures and some historical background. 
Zimani's Drum: A Malawian Tale (Folktales) Melinda Lilly, Illustrated by Charles Reasoner. The Rourke Book Company, 1998. Ages 8 - 10. 
Three smoothly retold tales with colorful watercolor illustrations. In Spider..., Ananse tries to retrieve all of the good advice that he has dispensed to the unappreciative villagers and learns that he is not the only one who is wise. In Wanyana..., a girl's kindness to a frog in distress is later repaid when he helps her discover which of her suitors would make the best husband. Zimani's Drum has blind Zimani cleverly rescuing his brother and a pair of sisters from Mkango the Lion, who is determined to eat them all. 
The River That Went to the Sky: Twelve Tales by African Storytellers (Folktales) Selected and Edited by Mary Medlicott, Illustrated by Ademola Akintola. Kingfisher, 1995. Ages 8 - 12. 
This delightful collection gathers diverse tales from Angola, Botswana, Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Morocco, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, West Africa and Zimbabwe. 
A Girl Named Disaster (Fiction) Nancy Farmer. Puffin, 1998. Ages 9 - 12. 
An extraordinarily rich novel set in contemporary Mozambique and Zimbabwe and featuring a most remarkable Shona heroine who flees from her village and a planned marriage to a cruel stranger. Divided into roughly three parts: life in the girl's traditional, remote village; her solitary journey via river and lake to a series of uninhabited islands have ensured not only her survival but a home, an education, and financial independence. 
All the King's Animals: The Return of Endangered Wildlife to Swaziland (Non-Fiction) Cristina Kessler and King Mswati III. Boyds Mills Press, 1995. Ages 9 - 12. 
Author-photographer Kessler documents the efforts of conservationist Ted Reilly, who (with the help of King Sobhuza II and, later, his son King Mswati III) has helped return endangered wildlife to Swaziland. Beginning in the early 1960s on his own farm, Reilly restored the land to its original state by planting trees and creating wetland areas. 
The color photographs and the descriptions of transporting, caring for and protecting huge and sometimes dangerous creatures will capture young readers' interest and admiration. 
Do You Know Me (Fiction) Nancy Farmer. Illustrated by Shelly Jackson. Orchard Books, 1993. Ages 9 - 12. 
When nine-year-old Tapiwa's Uncle Zeka, who has lost everything, comes to the city to live with her family, she finds his baffling and unfamiliar country ways magnetic, and she is easily swayed into helping him with money-making schemes that are at times risky and dangerous. But the outcome is very funny. The contrast between city life in modern Zimbabwe and traditional living in the bush is clearly illustrated. A glossary of Shona words is included; simple charcoal drawings reinforce the humor. 
Famine: The World Reacts (The World Reacts) (Non-Fiction) Paul Bennett. Smart Apple Media, 2000. Ages 9 - 12. 
This thoughtful resource on famine describes the causes and consequences of famines. With the assistance of the International Federation of Red Crosses and Red Crescent Societies and various British development agencies this book discusses various ways in which the international community can lessen the impact of famines and even prevent them. 
Great Zimbabwe (Non-Fiction) Mark Bessire. Rosen Publishing Group, 1998. Ages 9 - 12. 
This book recounts the history of the city-state of Great Zimbabwe in southeastern Africa (1300 - 1525 AD). Built by the ancestors of the Shona people (who comprise 70% of the population of modern Zimbabwe) the book focuses on the archaeological remains and artifacts of this civilization. Also contains a timeline, glossary and Internet references. 
Let Your Voice Be Heard! Songs from Ghana and Zimbabwe Abraham Kobena Adzenyah, Dumisani Maraire and Judith Cook Tucker, 1987/1997. Available at Dandemutande . Ages 10 and Above. 
This unique collaboration between two outstanding African master musicians and their American student, a multicultural music specialist, collects Ghanian and Zimbabwean folk songs (beautifully republished on its tenth anniversary). It includes nineteen game songs, story songs, and richly textured multi-part songs from the vocal traditions of the Akan people of Ghana and the Shona of Zimbabwe. These vibrant songs and stories stress the importance of active, responsible participation in society. Includes reproducible musical transcriptions, lyrics with translation, and CD or cassette tape. 
Stories from Zambia (Folktales) Brian Zanji. Grant Publishing, 2000. Middle School and Above. 
Traditionally, story telling was used to entertain, to educate and to explore the meaning of life. Grandparents usually told the children stories. But in Zambia today, this tradition is dying out as people move to towns, creating a big gap between grandparents in the village and urban grandchildren. Brian Zanji enjoys maintaining this important tradition, taking on the role of grandparents to enthrall a new generation. In this collection, Brian shares seven traditional Zambian stories -- some about people, some about animals and all of them magically told. 
