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Figurative Language – Going Below The Surface

Literal Language – on the surface
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Literal language means exactly what is said. The meaning of the words is clear - everything is on the surface. We use literal language most of the time. 

Example: The man was an excellent storyteller.

Figurative Language – below the surface. 

[image: image4..pict]Figurative language is the opposite of literal language. The meaning of the words is not immediately clear – you have to go below the surface to understand. The words create images and feelings that add deeper meaning. Poets and novelists use figurative language. 

Example: 

“He talked, and as he talked 

Wallpaper came alive”

(from The Storyteller) 

Types of Figurative Language

	Type
	Definition
	Example
	Original Example

	Simile


	
	
	

	Metaphor


	
	
	

	Personification


	
	
	


Use the graphic organizer to identify figurative language and explore the meaning by going below the surface!
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	BELOW THE SURFACE
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	Example
	Type
	Literal meaning.
	Images created by the words.
	Feelings created by the words.
	Purpose and meaning – what is the author saying?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


