Tuck Everlasting

Chapter Discussion Questions
Chapter 9-17


Chapter 9:

· Describe what Winnie is seeing and feeling as she is going to the Tucks’ home.

· Why did everything around the Tucks’ home appear to be silent and untouched?

· What was Tuck’s reaction right when he came out to see Winnie?

· Why do you think Tuck demanded to see the child?

· How do you think Tuck was originally feeling when Miles and Jesse told him there was a real honest to goodness child with them?

· Why was Winnie first shy around Tuck?

· Why was Tuck so hesitant to say that it was the best thing that had happened to their family in…and he didn’t mention the years?

· How do you think the Tuck family will change now that Winnie is around?

· How has Tuck already changed from his melancholy creases on his face to exclaiming that Winnie was the best thing that had happened to his family in at least 80 years?

Chapter 10:

· How is Winnie’s home different from the Tucks?

· What do you think was going through Winnie’s mind when she stepped foot in the Tucks’ home?
· What does the author mean when she stated that Winnie was in training to be like her mother and grandmother? Has your family trained you to be similar to their own ways? Explain.

· Describe the appearance of the Tucks’ home?

· How do you think the Tucks feel about keeping their house tidy? Why do they feel that way?

· How do you think Winnie feels about keeping a house tidy? Why does she feel that way?

· What were some hobbies that Mae and Tuck liked to participate in? How do you know?

· Why do you think the Tucks can’t keep a job, rather they need to make things to sell from town to town? Put yourself in their shoes, how would you feel?

· Do you think the Tucks don’t clean because they have forever to do it or because they just don’t care? Why?

· What do Jesse and Miles do when they aren’t at home?

· How do you think Mae felt when Winnie mentioned how sad and lonely it must be to move around all of the time and have no friends?

· Describe Mae’s optimism. Why do you think she always looks at things from the bright side?

· Do you think living forever is a blessing or not? Why?

Chapter 11:

· Why would Winnie be observant of any rules the Tucks might have at dinner? Do you think it is important to follow rules or guidelines of someone else’s home if you are a guest? Why?

· Why did the meal seem so luxurious to Winnie even though it wasn’t as proper as she was used to?

· What is the one rule the Tucks followed when they were eating? Are there any rules your family follows when you are eating?

· Why does Winnie feel as though she can’t fit into the Tucks’ world, especially when they are eating?

· What made Winnie begin to think the Tucks were crazy? How do you feel about them?

· Why is it so important for the Tucks to ensure that Winnie doesn’t tell a soul about their secret?

· Why are all the men of the Tuck family insisting on taking Winnie out for a row on the pond? What do you think they want to discuss with her?

· What causes Winnie to feel a sigh of relief when she mentions that the man in the yellow suit knows her? Do you think she actually wants to leave the Tucks?

· Why does Tuck feel so bad about his family scaring young children? Do you think that was their intention all along?

· What does Tuck mean when he says, “ We got to get you home just as fast as we can. I got a feeling this whole thing is going to come apart like wet bread?”

· What are your predictions about the future for Winnie and the Tucks?

Chapter 12:

· Describe the setting Winnie and Tuck are experiencing on the rowboat.

· Why do you think the author goes into such detail about the images surrounding the characters?

· How does Tuck compare his life to that of the life in the pond? Why do you think he did this for Winnie?

· Do you think that most people don’t pay attention to life moving around them? Why do you think people are in such a hurry and forget to notice the small changes?

· How are the Tucks different than life in the pond? Do you think Tuck likes the way he has to live his life? Why?

· How are the Tucks’ life similar and different to a wheel?

· How is Tuck able to help Winnie to make sense of why it is important that no one knows their secret?

· What does Tuck mean when he says, “We just are, we just be, like rocks beside a road?”

· Do you ever feel as though you are stuck and can’t move? What normally happens after you have this feeling? Put yourself in the Tucks situation of being stuck, how do you think you would feel?

· What are some reasons Tuck gives to let Winnie know that the spring water is not good for people to discover?

· Why do you think the horse is stolen? Who took the horse?

Chapter 13:

· Why do you think the man in the yellow suit took the Tucks’ horse?

· Why are the lights on in the Fosters’ home?

· What motivation does the man in the yellow suit have for telling the Foster’s that he knows where Winnie is?

· How do you think the Foster’s will react to the man in the yellow suit?

· Do you think grandmother will think that the man in the yellow suit had something to do with Winnie’s disappearance? Why or why not?

Chapter 14:

· Why didn’t the Tucks rush out to find out what happened with the horse?

· Describe how you think each member of the Tuck family is feeling about the missing horse? Do you think they put any blame on Winnie for this happening?

· Why was Winnie having such a difficult time sleeping?

· Who came to visit Winnie while she was laying down? Why didn’t Miles come to visit Winnie, but the rest of the family did?

· Do you think Winnie regrets going into the woods to prove to the Toad that she could run away? Do you think the toad would think she was a coward now? Why or why not?

· Why do you think Winnie can’t determine if the Tucks are telling the truth or not? Is the secret too far fetched for anyone to believe?

· Is Winnie right in being hopeful that her dad will come and find her and he is probably out searching for her that very minute? Why?

· Why does Mae feel so remorseful about what has happened with Winnie? Do you think this comforts Winnie to know? Why or why not?

· How is it both good and bad that the Tucks have Winnie at their home?

· How is Tuck treating Winnie like a daughter? Why do you think he feels so attached to her? 

· Are the Tucks’ criminals in your mind? Why or why not?

· How does Winnie feel about Jesse? How do you now?

· What proposition does Jesse propose to Winnie? How does she react?

· Why do you think Jesse wants to marry Winnie? How will it be beneficial to him? Will it be as beneficial to her?

Chapter 15:

· Is the man in the yellow suit telling the Foster’s the whole truth about following Winnie? 

· Do you think he has an alternative motive in trying to help Winnie?

· Why is the wood a prize for the man in the yellow suit to win?

· Are the Tucks truly rough country people like the man in the yellow suit is claiming them to be?

· How does the man in the yellow suit manipulate the Foster’s into getting what he wants? 

· Do the Foster’s have any choice but to hand over the woods to the man in the yellow suit? What would you have done in return?

· Is a life more valuable than property? Why do you feel this way?

· Why does the man in the yellow suit insist that Mr. Foster stays at home and he handles the business himself with the constable?

· Should the Foster’s be thankful that the man in the yellow suit is so eagerly willing to help them out?

· What do you think the man in the yellow suit will do now?

Chapter 16:

· Describe the constable’s personality? Is he the type of sheriff you would like helping you to rescue a kidnapped individual?

· What does the constable mean when he says, “How come you’re so deep in it?” Do you think he has a reason to be suspicious of the man in the yellow suit? Why?

· Why do you think the man in the yellow suit makes it a point to let the constable know that the Foster’s are his friends and they sold him the woods?

· How is the process of finding a kidnapped person different today than how it is described in Tuck Everlasting?

· Describe how the town of Treegap must be considering the Constable mentioned that he never had dealt with a kidnapping before?

· How would having gallows in the town help to keep down trouble? What types of things are around in your environment to help keep down the trouble?

· Why is the man in the yellow suit so eager to ride ahead of the Constable and get to Winnie first? He is genuinely interested in saving Winnie?

· How do you think the Constable would have reacted if he had known that the man in the yellow suit had committed a crime himself by stealing the Tucks’ horse?

· What will happen when the man in the yellow suit arrives at the Tucks ahead of the constable?

Chapter 17:

· Have you ever been in a situation like Winnie when time feels as if it is passing quickly, but instead it is going slowly? Explain.

· Why do you think the author continues to refer to frogs/toads throughout the text?

· Why is it important for Winnie to consider the Tucks her friends, hers alone?

· How has Winnie’s opinion of the Tucks changed from the initial kidnapping to now in the rowboat with Miles?

· How is Miles’s appearance than that of Jesse?

· Why does Winnie consider Miles to be like an oar and Jesse to be like the water?

· Describe Miles’s family. How do you think Miles feels about his family?

· Do you think it would have been peculiar for Miles to stay with his family or even go back to visit them? Why do you feel this way?

· How do you feel about nothing ever having to die? Would it be beneficial to live that way? Why or why not?

· What finally convinces Winnie to keep the secret of the spring? 

· Why is it important for both Winnie and Miles to find a way to do something or make a difference?

· How are Winnie and Miles similar and different?

· Why does Winnie feel so impartial to Miles catching the fish?

